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ADDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held at Addington Village Hall 
Wednesday 7th May 2025 at 7.00pm 

 
 

Present:   Cllr Patricia Garrett (Chair)  Cllr Peter Robinson 
Cllr Ann Adams    Cllr Dominic Tighe 
Cllr Matt Coles 
 
Steve Hill – Clerk 
Cllr Robin Betts (TMBC) Joined meeting at 07.05 

 Public – 1 
   
25/18 Election of Chairman and receive a signed Declaration of Acceptance of Office 

 Cllr Tighe took the Chair while nominations for Chairman were discussed. Cllr Garrett was proposed by 
Cllr Robinson and seconded by Cllr Adams.  Cllr Garrett accepted the nomination and there were no 
other nominations. 

 Resolved: Cllr Garrett was duly elected as Chairman following a unanimous vote.  Cllr Garrett read out 
and signed a declaration of acceptance of office. 

 
25/19 Apologies for Absence 
  Cllr Martin Coffin (TMBC) due to previous engagements – accepted. 
  Cllr Lorna Chalk due to holiday – accepted. 
 

25/20 Election of Vice Chairman and Acceptance of Office 
 Cllr Chalk was proposed by Cllr Robinson and seconded by Cllr Tighe.  It was noted that Cllr Chalk had 

previously given acceptance of office and there were no other nominations. 
  Resolved: Cllr Chalk was duly elected as Vice Chairman following a unanimous vote. 
 
25/21 Declarations of Interest/Request for Dispensation 

None declared. 
 
25/22 Election of Representatives to other bodies. 

Resolved: That the following be elected. 

 

a) Village Hall: Cllr Chalk 

b) Recreational Ground Committee: Cllr Robinson 

c) T & M Parish Partnership: Cllr Adams 

d) KALC Area Committee: Cllr Garrett & Cllr Adams 

e) Joint Standards Committee: Cllr Garrett 

f) Consultation documents: Cllr Robinson 

 

25/23 Annual Review of Policies: 

Resolved: to adopt the listed policies with no changes and the Clerk to check existing policies for 

consideration to be updated, suggested IT policies and other will be checked. 

• Code of Conduct 

• Standing Orders 

• Financial Regulations  
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25/24 Minutes of 2nd April 2025 Council Meeting and 3rd April 2024 Annual Parish meeting. 

The minutes were proposed and resolved that the Chairman signs the minutes as a true and accurate 
record of both meetings. 

 
25/25 Open Public Session 

Concern from a member of public regarding the recent sale of West Malling Golf Club to new owners 

in March 2025 with directors who are registered builders.   

 

25/26 Report from Borough Councillors & County Councillors 

 
Cllr Robin Betts (TMBC) – Provided and update on election results and other points of interest. 
 
Cllr Dodger Sian (KCC) – No report received as newly appointed, to be invited to next meeting. 
 

25/27 Crime Report 
On Saturday 5th of April around 00:40 in Sandy Lane.  
Three males damaged an electric gate to a residential property and were disturbed by the alarm. 
Crime Report No. 46/57290/25 - Posted 07/04/2025 
 

25/28 Clerks Report (for information only) 
To acknowledge closed actions from previous meeting and updates from previous meeting. 
 
1)  Ancient Oak Tree – Arborist Bartletts, a site meeting took place with Peter on the 27th March, 

the Clerk has been trying to arrange date and communicate with Bartletts and other interested 

parties such as UK Power Networks, Village green residents – No date or communication 

received from Bartletts. 

2) MOTO Appeal – No further updates on the matter. 
3) No further meeting/discussion with FERNS - until planning discussions completed. 
4) Contacted TMBC Planning regarding Car Park Planning permission – Considered required. 
5) Village Green - Two new Post have been installed by Cllrs Robinson and Tighe along with some 

adjustments to existing posts. 
6) New Defibrillators at Village Hall - It has been confirmed that the device is sufficiently covered 

under our existing Insurance policy and has been added to the Parish asset list.  
7) VE Day – Poster have been displayed in Notice Boards, WEB Page and Facebook Pages and sent 

to the residents distribution list by the Clerk. 
8) KCC Election Notice – Took place on 1st May – Results for TMBC Malling North were as follows:  
 
Malling North 

Candidate name Description of candidate Voting results 

BETTS, Robin Patrick The Conservative Party Candidate 1,332 

BROADLEY, Matt The Green Party 192 

HICKMOTT, Paul Michael Labour Party 808 

O'SHEA, Kate Liberal Democrat 712 

SIAN, Dodger Reform UK 1,755 (elected) 

 
Turnout - 32% 
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9) Planning Enforcement – Robin Betts was sent a reminder list of outstanding planning issues to 

follow up which included recent complaints at London Road development– no update. 
10) Defib Training – Various options discussed with Brian Taylor regarding the training providers and 

the RED Cross have agreed to help for a donation. Dates discussed later in meeting.  
11) Emails are working – Just need Cllr Robinson to confirm OK.  
12) Village Green Residents – Contacted VG Residents to inform about BBQ request and their Risk 

Analysts – Cllrs to approve request.  
13) Village Green East Street – The Laurels look like they are dying again, pictures and email sent to 

National Highway – waiting reply. 
14) Financial Regulations – New March 2025 gone live and o WEB Page. 
15) AGAR 2024-25 – Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR completed for signature – Circulated to Cllrs. 
16) Internal Audit – Date agree is 13th May with Lionel Robbins as agreed at previous meeting. 
17) Defibrillators – Monthly check made 1st May all OK and reported on WEBNOS and The Circuit. 
18) TMBC Dog Waste – Contacted TMBC waste department who have provided new signs for use. 
19) WEB Site has been partially built – adding content and building site. 
 

25/29 Planning 
 

a. Applications: 
 
25/00653/PA - FLMIN  
Proposal: Retrospective application for extension of an area of open storage following  
change of use of the surface from broken stone to black tarmac.  
Location: LAND BETWEEN M20 AND M26 EAST OF, Ford Lane, Wrotham Heath,  
Sevenoaks 
Applicant: Ferns Forestry 
Case Officer: Amy Myer  
Date of application:29-Apr-2025 
https://planning.agileapplications.co.uk/tmbc/application-details/159964 
No Objection to this planning Request. 

 

b. Approvals: None to consider. 
c. Refusals: None to consider. 
d. Applications withdrawn: None to consider. 
e. Appeals: None to consider. 
 
f. Enforcement Cases Received:  

 

25/00076/EN Open Date: 17/03/2025  
Location: 23, Clearway, Addington, West Malling, ME19 5BP 
Reason for Complaint: alleged unauthorised structures in garden 
Case Officer: Richard Edmonds 
No update received. 
 
Enforcement Cases Received: 
25/00039/EN Open Date: 14/02/2025  
Location: Mayhill House, London Road, Addington, West Malling, ME19 5AN  
Reason for complaint: alleged unauthorised use. 
Mayhill House.  The caravans have been found to be ancillary to the main dwelling and therefore 
do not require planning permission.   

 

https://planning.agileapplications.co.uk/tmbc/application-details/159964
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g. Other Planning Issues: 
 

20/00030/USEH – Mayhill House, London Road, Addington – alleged unauthorised hardstanding 
and caravans. 
TMBC most recent Reply: The caravans have been found to be ancillary to the main dwelling and 
therefore do not require planning permission. 
 
22/00222/TPOT – ancient woodland, land east of B2016: The Case Officer has been trying to get 
some information from the Forestry Commission about what should be planted but is still 
awaiting a response. Enforcement is now considering serving a replanting Notice. 
TMBC most recent Reply: The ancient woodland site is still under investigation with the view to 
issuing a Tree Replacement Order as outlined in the past and this is still very much our objective. 
 
23/00200/USEM Aldon Lane:  Enforcement have contacted the owner and a response is 
awaited. 
TMBC most recent Reply: Further contact is being made with the owner’s agent to seek the 
removal of the caravan as they had promised a few weeks ago. 

 
25/30 Resolutions 

 
1)  To receive the Annual Governance and Accountability Return for the year ending 31n March 

2025 
a) To approve the Annual Governance Statements (Section 1) 

Resolved: That the Annual Governance Statement 2024-2025 (Section 1) was approved and 
signed by the Clerk/RFO and Chair. 

b) To approve the Accounting Statements (Section 2) prepared by the RFO. 
Resolved: The Accounting Statements 2024-2025 (Section 2) was approved and signed by the 
Chair. 

2) To discuss and consider the addition of VH defibrillator to Insurance Policy. 
Resolved: The new defibrillator is covered under current Insurance policy. 

3) To discuss and consider the request for Village Green to hold summer BBQ request. 
Resolved: Cllrs agreed and approved to the VG Risk Assessment document. 

4) To discuss and consider the annual renewal of SLCC Membership. 
Resolved: Cllrs agreed to the renewal of SLCC subscription for 2025-26.  

5) To discuss and consider the annual renewal of Clerks and Councils direct £15.50 
Resolved: Cllrs agreed to the renewal of Clerks and Councils subscription for 2025-26. 

 
 
25/31 Financial Resolutions 

 
a.  Financial statement and bank reconciliation was received and approved by councillors. Bank 

reconciliation statement signed by Cllr Patricia Garrett (Chair) and Cllr Lorna Chalk. 
 

Balances as of 30th April 2025: 
 Unity Trust Current Account:   £       481.79 
 Unity Trust Savings Account:   £ 40,000.00 
 UTB Total Balance:  £   40,481.79 
 
 
b. To authorise payments made out of and at meeting. 
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Payments made out of meeting: 

UTB Ref: Details Amount VAT* Total Auth 

25/04/25 HMRC SDDS (PAYE) Payment 187.20  187.20 DD 

28/04/25 Office Allowances 76.66  76.66 SO 

28/04/25 S Hill – April Salary 748.80  748.80 SO 

30/04/25 UTB Service Charge 6.00  6.00 DD 

TOTAL   1,018.66  1,018.66  

* VAT to be reclaimed. 

 
Payments for authorising at meeting: 

UTB 
Ref: 

Details Amount VAT* Total Auth 

12/05/25 S Hill – Expenses April 2025 74.15 7.36 81.51 PG & PR 

12/05/25 Gel WEB Maintenance April 25 Inv 22002 150.00  150.00 PG & PR 

12/05/25 Capel Groundcare – April 2025 329.25 65.85 395.10 PG & PR 

12/05/25 Clerks and Councils Subscription 15.50  15.50 PG & PR 

12/05/25 KALC–Chairing Meetings Effectively-In3429 40.00 8.00 48.00 PG & PR 

12/05/25 SLCC Membership 190.00  190.00 PG & PR 

12/05/25 Satswana Invoice M3368 150.00 30.00 180.00 PG & PR 

12/05/25 Clear Councils – Insurance Renewal 2025 624.93  624.93 PG & PR 

TOTAL   1573.83 111.21 1685.04  

* VAT to be reclaimed 

 
Cllr Garrett and Cllr Robinson agreed to sign UTB payment authorisations. 
 

c. Cllrs to acknowledge the receipt of TMBC first Precept payment and VAT return for FYE 
2024-25. 
Resolved: Cllrs acknowledged the receipt of these payments. 

d. Proposal to donate to St Margaret Parish Church – Cllrs to consider and agree to a donation 
to Churchyard upkeep. 
Church to be contacted to justify request, deferred to next meeting. 

e. Cllrs to discuss and consider renewal of Clear Council Insurance quotation. 
Resolved: To accept the revised Insurance renewal quotation for £624.93 and to enter a 
three-year long-term agreement.  

f. Other financial matters – No other matters discussed. 
 
25/32 Parish Matters 

a. Highways: HIP Teams call took place on the 9th April and the new requirements were agreed and 

noted with KCC, we await feedback.  

b. Village Hall Car Park: TMBC have said Planning permission needs to be addressed.  Discussion of 
requirements to be agreed with consultant working with Cllr Coles. 

c. VE Day 80 – 8th May 2025 – Graham Halliday-Saddler, one of the church wardens, agreed to 
organise.  Posters have been put in all three notice boards, Facebook and emailed to residents. 
Risk assessment document produced for Beacon and event to be agreed by Cllrs. 
Resolved: Cllrs approved and agreed to the risk assessment document. 

d. Village Green: Still waiting for date from Bartletts to compete the Tree work before a request to 
UK Networks can be arranged and inform Village Green residents. It was agreed by Cllrs that 
alternative arborist company be used if no suitable response is received. 

e. Play Area – Inspection report actions, Cllrs to agree a way forward as the list of faults need 
addressing.  
Resolved: Cllrs agreed to investigate and fix Play Area faults and requested to be sent list. 
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f. Defib/First Aid Training – Several dates were offered by Red Cross for 90-minute sessions for up 
to 15 people. It is proposed two sessions will be offered. The sessions are free but Red Cross ask 
for a voluntary contribution. 
Resolved: Cllrs agree two sessions will be offered on the 5 July and Clerk to check hall availability. 

g. Parish Infrastructure Statement – Cllrs to suggest and agree project they would like to nominate. 
Resolved: Cllrs agreed the VH overflow car park should be nominated for the S106 scheme.  

h. Clerke Telecom – Cllrs to discuss and agree if replacement of new Mobile mast is of concern. 
Resolved: Cllrs agree there would little or no impact to the new mobile mast so no objections. 

i. Woodland – Ancient Woodland replanting – no further information has been received from 
TMBC.   
Resolved: Cllrs agreed that support should be requested from Tom Tugendhat after his success in 
getting a result for the Woodland in Hectorage Road in Tonbridge. Clerk to write a letter. 

j. NHS –  KALC 10 Year Plan Survey – The questionnaire was sent to all Cllrs for consideration. 
Resolution: Cllrs agree that each councillor should reply based on their own experiences.  

k. TMBC Dog Waste – Following on from residents’ complaint regarding the disposal of Dog Waste 
bags – the Clerk contacted TMBC Waste service who have provided new Posters to be displayed. 

 
25/33 Reports from Committees and Representatives on other bodies: 
 

a. Village Hall – No meetings, no update. 

b. Recreation Grounds – Cllr Robinson reported that grounds are being prepared for cricket season 

and protective netting for solar panels are due to be fitted.  

c. Standards Committee – Next meeting 2nd June – apologies sent as Cllr unable to attend. 

d. KALC Area Committee – Difficulties experienced with joining Team call so no update available. 

e. Parish Partnership Panel – Next meeting 29 May 2025 no update available. 

 
25/34 Correspondence/Consultation 

• Clerke Telecom Regarding New Mast. 

• Enquiry from resident as to why new post were softwood and not hardwood – Replied with 
cost of replacement and post have 10-year life expectancy.  

• Sandy Lane tree clearance – response from TMBC was it was approved - Ongoing. 
 

25/35 Items for Next Meeting. 

• V Chair will chair 

• Church contribution 

• KALC Minutes on Agenda 

• Traffic calming at Village Green area 
 
25/36 Closed Session – Discuss confidential matters 
 There were none to consider. 

 

25/37 Close of Meeting 
 With no further business the meeting was closed at 08.58pm 
 
25/38 Date of Next Meeting – Wednesday 4th June May 2025 
 
 

  Lorna Chalk      4th June 2025 
 

Signed……………………………………….    Chairman  Date………………………………………… 
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