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ADDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at Addington Village Hall 
Wednesday 2nd April 2025 at 7.38pm 

 
 

Present:   Cllr Patricia Garrett (Chair)  Cllr Lorna Chalk 
Cllr Ann Adams    Cllr Dominic Tighe 
Cllr Matt Coles 
 
Steve Hill – Clerk 
Cllr Sarah Hohler – KCC (who left at the beginning of the meeting) 

 Public – 1 
   
25/1 Apologies for Absence 
 Cllr Martin Coffin and Robin Betts (TMBC) due to previous engagements – accepted. 
 Cllr Peter Robinson due to holiday – accepted. 
 
25/2 Declarations of Interest/Request for Dispensation 

Cllr Garrett declared her interest in a planning discussion on the agenda under correspondence and 
will leave the room at this point. 

 
25/3 Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on 5th March Parish Council Meeting. 

The minutes were proposed and resolved that the Chairman signs the minutes as a true and accurate 
record of the meeting. 

 
25/4 Open Public Session 

Concern from a member of public of the discarding of dog waste bags thrown into the hedgerow or 

hung on trees, and not put in the bins provided.  The Parish council said it would publish this issue in 

the newsletter, WEB Page and Facebook page encouraging resident to use the bins provided and not 

to use other people’s personal household bins. The most responsible and convenient way to dispose 

of dog waste is to pick it up with a bag and place it in a general waste bin or a dedicated dog waste bin 

if available, or any other public litter bin.  

 

25/5 Report from Borough Councillors & County Councillors 

Cllr Sarah Hohler – Provided further information on the expected plans regarding devolution and the 
possible changes because of recent announcements by central government. She confirmed that there 
will be KCC elections on the 1st May now that Kent is excluded from fast-track devolution. It was 
confirmed that there is still an issue with the continual delivery of vehicles to the BMW site.  Sarah 
also confirmed her intentions are to retire this coming year which will enable her to continue her 
support for the Rochester Bridge Trust. Since Roman times a bridge has crossed the River Medway at 
Rochester, and since medieval times the Wardens and Assistants of Rochester Bridge have maintained 
this strategic river crossing for many years. To find out more please visit https://rbt.org.uk/ 
 
Cllr Robin Betts – No report. 
 

25/6 Crime Report 
Two Kent Police attended the meeting explaining they had no reported crimes in March apart from 
details from the Clerk of the discovery of drug use materials found in a sand box container.  
 

https://rbt.org.uk/
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25/7 Clerks Report (for information only) 

To acknowledge closed actions from previous meeting and updates from previous meeting. 
  
1) Ancient Oak Tree – The application made to TMBC to reduce crown was agreed, reference is 

24/01973/PA, no further actions with TMBC. 
2) Ancient Oak Tree – Three quotes were requested from registered arborist and Bartletts was 

chosen where a site meeting took place on the 27th March.  Clerk to arrange date and 
communicate with interested parties such as the Parish, UK Power Networks, Village green 
residents. 

3) MOTO Appeal – Meeting took place on 17/3/25 notes sent to Cllrs separately. 
4) No further meeting/discussion with FERNS - TMBC has advised planning guides are reviewed and 

make a submission.  The necessary groundworks requirements need to be agreed and designed, 
then further discussions can take place with FERNS. 

5) Contacted TMBC Planning regarding Car Park Planning permission – No direct support was 
offered and was told to read the TMBC guidelines for advice. 

6) UTB additional signatory – Dominic Tighe application now confirmed as working. 
7) Village Green - Two new post have been purchased along with some post mix to enable the 

broken posts on Village Green to be replaced.  Cllrs will install ASAP. 
8) Two Defibrillators in Ex-BT Phone boxes  – It was confirmed that the emergency 999 button in 

phone boxes is supported by mobile SIM cards costing £10 per month and Community Heartbeat 
have requested payment, of which the Parish must pay, if agreed. 

9) VE Day - Posters have been displayed in Notice Boards, WEB Page and Facebook Pages. 
10) KCC Election Notice – Various notices have been displayed on Notice Boards and WEB Page. 
11) Planning Enforcement – Robin Betts was sent a list of outstanding planning issues to follow up – 

no response yet ongoing. 
12) Defib Training – Various options are being discussed regarding the cost of possible training 

providers, ongoing. 
13) Emails are working – Just need last few Cllrs to get their devices activated so that I can begin to 

cancel old service. 
14) WEB Site has been partially built – Clerk needs to begin to add content which will take some time 

but can be done gradually.   
15) Village Green Residents – Contacted VG Residents to inform about Posts and Mole hills. 
16) Financial Regulations – New March 2025 version now created for review. 
17) Park Road & St Vincent Lane – Actions from walk about included communication to KCC 

regarding, sign, Trees and Fences. Discussed by phone, sign considered OK, Trees and Fence will 
be inspected.  Still waiting feedback. 

18) New PC – Ordered and received, can’t use it until we migrate from MS365 to avoid paying twice. 
19) AGAR 2024-25 I have received initial paperwork for AGAR, needs to be completed in April. 
 

25/8 Planning 
 

a. Applications: 
25/00315/PA Planning Permission (Householder)   
Location: 10, THE LINKS, ADDINGTON, WEST MALLING, ME19 5RX  
Proposal: Proposed replacement of the existing conservatory with a single-storey rear extension, and 
replacement of the roof on the existing extension 
Case Officer: Suzanne Leach 
https://planning.agileapplications.co.uk/tmbc/application-details/159619 
Ratify Decision of No Objection to this planning Request. 
 

b. Approvals: None to consider. 
c. Refusals: None to consider. 
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d. Applications withdrawn: None to consider. 
e. Appeals: None to consider. 
 
f. Enforcement Case Received:  

 
25/00076/EN Open Date: 17/03/2025  
Location: 23, Clearway, Addington, West Malling, ME19 5BP 
Reason for Complaint: alleged unauthorised structures in garden 
Case Officer: Richard Edmonds 
No details of this case can be found so Cllrs unable to discuss, Clerk will investigate. 
 
All applications below has been followed up by the Clerk, again this month including pictures of 
static caravans being delivered at Mayhill House. No reply from Richard Edmonds of TMBC. 
 
20/00030/USEH – Mayhill House, London Road, Addington – alleged unauthorised hardstanding 
and caravans. 
TMBC Reply:  
Latest Reply 6/3/25-Mayhill has been inspected and a meeting held with the owners.  The case is 
being discussed with senior officers. 
 
22/00222/TPOT – ancient woodland, land east of B2016: The Case Officer has been trying to get 
some information from the Forestry Commission about what should be planted but is still 
awaiting a response. Enforcement is now considering serving a replanting Notice. 
TMBC most recent Reply: The tree replacement Notice is being prepared at this time.   A draft 
Notice has been prepared, and this is being checked at this time.  APC would also like to be 
consulted on the species selection, and we have a use for the deposited aggregate. 
 
23/00200/USEM Aldon Lane:  Enforcement has contacted the owner and a response is awaited. 
TMBC recent Reply: 6/3/25 - A meeting has been arranged with the owner and agent of the Aldon 
Lane site. 
 
Enforcement Cases Received: 
25/00039/EN Open Date: 14/02/2025  
Location: Mayhill House, London Road, Addington, West Malling, ME19 5AN  
Reason for complaint: alleged unauthorised use. 
No update received. 
 

25/9 Resolutions 
 

1. To ratify decision agreed on planning 25/00315/PA held after last month’s meeting. 
Resolved: Cllrs unanimously agree to this decision and ratification. 

2. To discuss and agree migration of Emails and new WEB site as a combined product and pay 
Invoice to allow site to be built.  
Resolved: Cllrs agreed to the purchase of NetWise Premium service for email and WEB site. 

3. To discuss and consider the re-appointment of Lionel Robbins for the 2024/5 Internal Audit 
(AGAR). Provisional completion date to be 13th May 2025. 
Resolved: Cllrs agree to the appointment of Lionel Robbins for internal audit. 

4. To discuss and consider a letter to be sent to UTB to change email address. 
Resolved: Cllrs agree to letter which was duly signed by two signatories in line with financial 
regulations mandate. 
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25/10 Financial Resolutions 

 
a.  Financial statement and bank reconciliation was received and approved by councillors. Bank 

reconciliation statement signed by Cllr Patricia Garrett (Chair) and Cllr Lorna Chalk. 
 

Balances as of 31st March 2025: 
 Unity Trust Current Account: £    1,170.72 
 Unity Trust Savings Account: £  24,163.17 
 UTB Total Balance:  £   25,333.89 

 
 

b. To authorise payments made out of and at meeting. 
 

Payments made out of meeting: 

UTB Ref: Details Amount VAT* Total Auth 

14/03/25 Phoenix Fireworks – Beacon Starter Kir 40.00 10.00 50.00 LC & PR 

25/03/25 Office Allowances 76.66  76.66 SO 

25/03/25 S Hill – March Salary --  -- SO 

31/03/25 UTB Service Charge 6.00  6.00 DD 

* VAT to be reclaimed. 

 
Payments for authorising at meeting: 

UTB 
Ref: 

Details Amount VAT* Total Auth 

04/04/25 S Hill – Expenses March 2025 635.67 112.19 747.86 LC & DT 

04/04/25 Gel WEB Maintenance March 25 Inv 21997 150.00  150.00 LC & DT 

04/04/25 Capel Groundcare – March 2025 329.25 65.85 395.10 LC & DT 

04/04/25 KALC – Yearly Subscription 2025-26 414.87 82.97 497.84 LC & DT 

04/04/25 NetWise Prem Plus Package- Email & WEB 971.00 194.20 1165.20 LC & DT 

04/04/25 Community Heartbeat Inv 25692 120.00 24.00 144.00 LC & DT 

04/04/25 NALC – Navigating Rural Realities - Training 43.37 8.67 52.04 LC & DT 

07/04/25 Cartridgesave – HP 207X Black Toner 68.46 13.69 82.15 LC & DT 

TOTAL   2732.62 501.57 3234.19  

* VAT to be reclaimed 

 
Cllrs Lorna Chalk and Dominic Tighe agreed to sign UTB payment authorisations. 
 

c. Review Financial Regulation document and accept V3 March 2025. 
Resolved: Cllrs agree unanimously to implement the revised NALC Financial Regulations V3. 

d. Other financial matters – No other financial matters were discussed. 
 
25/11 Parish Matters 
  

1.  Highways: Cllrs agreed the next HIP will be via Teams and held on the 9th April at 3pm where the 

new requirements will be discussed and agreed. Clerk will inform KCC of chosen date.  

2. Village Hall Car Park: TMBC has said planning permission needs to be addresses and has 
informed the Clerk in the direction of guidelines. Once Cllrs decide next steps and a design is 
made FERNS will be approached for support. Cllr Cole volunteered to make enquiries regarding 
planning assistance. 
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3. VE Day 80 – 8th May 2025 – A Church Warden has agreed to organise, a poster has been 
designed and is displayed on Notice Boards, WEB page and Facebook. 

4. Village Green: A meeting took place with Bartletts to discuss their requirements, waiting a date 
to be agreed to enable request to be made to UK Networks and Village Green residents. It was 
felt that collecting off-cuts might create an issue due to their size. 

5. LEVI – Local Electric Vehicle Infrastructure – No update. 
6. Woodland – Pursue Woodland replanting of native British Trees once the hardcore aggregate is 

removed. 
7. UTB – Confirmed all new signatories are now working. 
8. New Emails – All councillors are now working apart from one. 

 
25/12 Reports from Committees and Representatives on other bodies: 
 

a. Village Hall – Brian Taylor provided a summary on the Village Hall and made a request that new 

volunteers are required as some existing volunteers will be stepping down this year. 

b. Recreation Grounds – Report was readout at Annual general meeting no further updates. 

c. Standards Committee – No update available no meetings. 

d. KALC Area Committee – No update available no meetings. 

e. Parish Partnership Panel – Next meeting 29 May 2025 no update available. 

 
25/13 Correspondence/Consultation 

Email from a resident regarding builders in London Road issues. At this point Cllr Garrett went out of 
the room while the remaining Cllrs discussed the correspondence. According to TMBC the site was 
visited by the enforcement officer and the landscape officer on Monday (3rd March) for an 
assessment of the site. 
Resolved: It was agreed that the Clerk will write to TMBC explaining that the development was not 
adhering to the Environmental Protection Act 1990 on behalf of all residents affected. 
 

25/14 Items for Next Meeting. 

• Prepare Annual Parish Council Meeting 

• TMBC Dog Waste Signs 

• Permission for VG residents BBQ 

• Traffic calming at Village Green area 
 
25/15 Closed Session – Discuss confidential matters 
 There were none to consider. 

 

25/16 Close of Meeting 
 With no further business the meeting was closed at 08.48pm 
 
25/17 Date of Next Meeting – Wednesday 7th May 2025 (The Annual Council Parish Meeting) 
 
 
 
 

  Patricia Garrett     7 May 2025 
 

Signed……………………………………….    Chairman  Date………………………………………… 
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