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ADDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at Addington Village Hall 
Wednesday 5th March 2025 at 7.00pm 

 
 

Present:   Cllr Patricia Garrett (Chair)  Cllr Lorna Chalk 
Cllr Peter Robinson    Cllr Ann Adams  
Cllr Dominic Tighe   Cllr Matt Coles 
 
Steve Hill – Clerk 
Cllr Sarah Hohler – KCC 
Cllr Robin Betts - TMBC 

 Public – 0 
   
24/164 Apologies for Absence 
 Cllr Martin Coffin (TMBC) due to previous engagements – accepted. 
 
24/165 Declarations of Interest/Request for Dispensation 
 None declared. 
 
24/166 Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on 5th February Parish Council Meeting. 

The minutes were proposed and resolved that the Chairman signs the minutes as a true and accurate 
record of the meeting. 

 
24/167 Open Public Session 

No members of the public were present. 

 

24/168 Report from Borough Councillors & County Councillors 

Cllr Sarah Hohler – Provided information on the expected plans regarding devolution and the possible 
changes because of recent announcements by central government. There will be KCC elections on the 
1st May now that Kent is excluded from fast-track devolution. It was confirmed that there is still an 
issue with the continual delivery of vehicles to the BMW site.  Sarah also confirmed her intentions are 
to retire this coming year. 
Cllr Robin Betts – Confirmed that he will be running for the KCC position.  It is expected that Kent will 
be divided into three unitary divisions but unlikely to happen for some time.  TMBC wishes to 
implement several regeneration projects before any financial restriction are put in place. Robin 
apologised for his lack of presence to Addington meetings due to his other commitments within TMBC 
and his own Cllr duties at his home Parish.  However, it was explained that the needs of Addington 
Parish must be addressed as some can be quite urgent and ongoing. One of the key points raised was 
the failure of TMBC enforcement team being unable to follow up on multiple issues with satisfactory 
results.  One outstanding issue has been ongoing since January 2020 where planning rules are clearly 
being abused and ignored.  It was agreed Addington Parish will prioritise the outstanding issues and 
send a list to Robin. Anti-Social Behaviour funding was mentioned to enable TMBC to fund some 
officers, but it was explained that APC have already set their Precept and were unable to contribute 
further this year. Other points raised: there are two initiatives for grants available from TMBC, the 
West Kent Rural Grant and the Green Business Grant should APC be able to suggest suitable projects. 
 

24/169 Crime Report 
No crimes reported in February. 
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24/170 Clerks Report (for information only) 

To acknowledge closed actions from previous meeting and updates from previous meeting. 
  
1) Ancient Oak Tree – The application to TMBC to reduce crown to approx. 10.0 m final height, 

reference 24/01973/PA has been approved by TMBC on the 3rd March 2025.  
2) Ancient Oak Tree – Three quotes received from registered Arborist to undertake the reduction of 

crown, Cllrs will decide chosen contractor during the meeting. 
3) National Highways: New Laurels were planted at the bridge area East Lane on the 3rd February.  
4) MOTO Appeal – Confirmed with Parish Alliance that APC would pay the £1,459.  To date APC has 

paid £967.40, £75.72 and a further invoice for £301.13 will be presented in finance section. 
5) Reported Rut in Road with KCC – Highways and Transportation – Enquiry 858723 regarding rut 

across London Road near Ford Lane was repaired on the 26-28th February by utility contractor.  
6) Meeting with FERNS: FERNS were asked by Addington PC to clear an area opposite the Village 

Hall to enable additional parking.  The area has been cleared of Trees and plant growth, and 
further discussion need to take place regarding the next stage of the development.  

7) E-Newsletter - the final version was checked by Cllrs and sent out to residents in February. 
8) UTB Form completed for addition signatory – Dominic Tighe application has been made to UTB 

and the application is complete. 
9) Village Green – Two new post have been purchased and given to Cllrs to install. 
10) New Village Hall Defibrillator – The new Defib has been registered with WEBOS and the Circuit so 

that emergency services are aware of its existence. All Defibs checked to be working this month. 
11) Addington Facebook Page: The Clerk has gained access to the Addington Parish Facebook page to 

enable posts of interest to be shared with the community. 
 
24/171 Planning 
 

a. Applications: 
 
25/00163/PA Submission of Details Reserved by Condition  
Applicant: Access Building Contractors Ltd  
Location: DEVELOPMENT SITE AT SHAW HILL HOUSE, ALDON LANE, ADDINGTON  
Proposal: Details of condition 8 (Landscaping scheme) pursuant to planning permission 
TM/22/01915/FL (Conversion of the Building from Nine (9) Residential Units into Four (4) 
Dwellinghouses, Demolition of Ancillary Outbuilding and Creation of a Detached Dwelling with 
associated parking, landscaping and access alterations.) 
Application Target Date: 2nd April 
Case Officer: Josh Kwok 
https://planning.agileapplications.co.uk/tmbc/application-details/159454 
Resolved: No Objections. 
 

b. Approvals: None to consider. 
c. Refusals: None to consider. 
d. Applications withdrawn: None to consider. 
e. Appeals: None to consider. 
 
f. Other Planning Issues:  

 
All applications below have been followed up by the Clerk, again this month including pictures of 
static caravans being delivered at Mayhill House. No reply from Richard Edmonds of TMBC. 
 
20/00030/USEH – Mayhill House, London Road, Addington – alleged unauthorised hardstanding 
and caravans. 

https://planning.agileapplications.co.uk/tmbc/application-details/159454
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TMBC Reply: A further site inspection needs to be undertaken to determine if any breach is now 
occurring.  This will be undertaken in the next few weeks. TMBC have informed APC that a 
meeting will take place with the owner and agent on 12th February 2024 to discuss the site. A 
further site inspection does need to be undertaken to determine if any breach is now occurring.  
This will be undertaken in the next few weeks. 
 
22/00222/TPOT – ancient woodland, land east of B2016: The Case Officer has been trying to get 
some information from the Forestry Commission about what should be planted but is still 
awaiting a response. Enforcement is now considering serving a replanting Notice. 
TMBC most recent Reply: The tree replacement Notice is being prepared; a draft Notice has been 
prepared and this is being checked – No update. 

   

23/00200/USEM Aldon Lane:  Enforcement have contacted the owner and a response is awaited. 

TMBC Reply: Site has been inspected and no evidence of residential occupation has been found.  
Contact has been made with the owner’s agent and a further site meeting is being arranged. 
TMBC most recent reply: A meeting with the owner is hoped to be undertaken on 5th February – 
No update. 
 
Enforcement Cases Received:  
25/00039/EN Open Date: 14/02/2025  
Location: Mayhill House, London Road, Addington, West Malling, ME19 5AN  
Reason for complaint: alleged unauthorised use 
Case Officer: Richard Edmonds 
 

24/172 Resolutions 
 

1.  To discuss and consider the replacement of Parish Laptop due to wear and damage. 

Resolved: Cllrs unanimously agree to a new Parish Laptop will be purchased.  

2. To discuss and agree future for Moles at the Village Green. 
Resolved: Cllrs decided requested that residents rake the mole hills on a regular basis and 
monitor the situation as there was no support to have them culled albeit humanely. 

3. To Ratify the decision agreed by email to continue to use Capel Groundcare. 
Resolved: The Cllrs ratified the decision made by email outside of the Parish meeting. 

4. Cllrs to confirm the Clerks three-month probation period has been satisfactorily completed.  
Resolved: It was agreed unanimously the Clerk is offered the position on a permanent basis. 

5. Cllrs to consider and agree actions regarding reducing the crown of the Oak tree on the Village 
Green. 
Resolved: Cllrs considered all proposals and agreed to choose Bartlett’s as the chosen contractor 
due to their historical knowledge of the tree and their report, and they were cost effective. 

6. To discuss and agree what action is required to the Tree Wardens report and recommendations. 
Resolved: It was agreed that Cllrs would walk Park Road and St Vincents Lane on the 10th March 
at 2pm to determine the issues to be included in the HIP.   

 
24/173 Financial Resolutions 

a.  Financial statement and bank reconciliation was received and approved by councillors. Bank 
reconciliation statement signed by Cllr Patricia Garrett (Chair) and Cllr Lorna Chalk. 

 
Balances as of 28th February  2025: 
 Unity Trust Current Account:   £   1,844.83 
 Unity Trust Savings Account:   £ 25,010.60  
 UTB Total Balance:  £   26,855.73 
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b. To authorise payments made out of and at meeting. 
 

Payments made out of meeting: 

UTB Ref: Details Amount VAT* Total Auth 

19/02/25 Boxley Timber – Village Grenn Posts 37.90 7.58 45.48 LC & PR 

27/02/25 Office Allowances 76.66  76.66 SO 

27/02/25 S Hill – February Salary --  -- SO 

28/02/25 UTB Service Charge 6.00  6.00 DD 

* VAT to be reclaimed. 

Payments for authorising at meeting: 

UTB 
Ref: 

Details Amount VAT* Total Auth 

07/03/25 Gel WEB Maintenance Feb 2025 150.00  150.00 PG & LC 

07/03/25 Capel Groundcare – February 2025 197.33 39.47 236.80 PG & LC 

07/03/25 MOTO Invoice - February 301.13  301.13 PG & LC 

10/03/25 S Hill – Expenses February 2025 106.10 9.52 115.62 PG & LC 

TOTAL   754.56 48.99 803.55  

* VAT to be reclaimed 

 
Cllrs Patricia Garrett and Lorna Chalk agreed to sign UTB payment authorisations. 
 

c. Cllrs were asked to review the latest NALC version of Financial Regulations prior to the meeting. 
Resolved: Cllrs agree unanimously to implement the revised Addington Financial Regulations 
policy document dated March 2025. 

d. Cllrs were shown the revised Cashbook spreadsheet design and agreed to implement it going 
forwards. The UTB form for Lorna Chalk to be added as signatory was signed by Cllr Garrett and 
Cllr Robinson. 

 
24/174 Parish Matters 

1. Highways: It was agreed Cllrs will walk along St Vincent Lane and Park Road to identify the 

possible points to be added to the HIP requests and the date for the next meeting to be late 

March, the Clerk will organise.  

2. Village Hall Car Park: A revised meeting is required with FERNS to confirm requirements and 
move to the next stage of the project. It is expected that planning permission will be required. 

3. VE Day 80 – 8th May 2025 – The Church Warden Graham Halliday has agreed to arrange an event, 
and it will consist of the following:  
The Hall – various displays around the walls, miliary equipment, posters, historical corner, red, 
white & blue bunting. Ceiling uplighters, WW2 posters on the walls. Big band music playing lightly 
in the hall, D Day Landings video running in the on-stage cinema. A display of military equipment 
etc, various displays on easels around the hall and a talk. 
Church ladies (in land girl costumes) providing tea, coffee and cakes from the kitchen. 
Activities: A sing song around the keyboard, with song sheets. 
 
 
Addington Parish Council - Lighting of the beacon at 9.30pm preceded by the last post and 
followed by reveille with the VE proclamation being read.  

4. Village Green: TMBC have agreed to the request to reduce the crown of the Oak Tree on the 
Village Green for safety reasons – Cllrs discussed and agreed contractor to be chosen. 

5. LEVI – Local Electric Vehicle Infrastructure – Project Details.  The Clerk has now added a location 
request in the Recreational Grounds and Village Hall Car Park, and it was mentioned in 
Newsletter. No update. 
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6. Woodland – The Parish continues to investigate the Ancient Woodland with the replanting of 
British native Trees once the hardcore aggregate “Type I” is removed. 

7. Open Spaces: The trees at East Street have now replaced, there is a need to ensure they are 
maintained correctly going forward, ideal if the local residents could monitor their progress. 

8. Parish e-newsletter – Approximately 82 residents are on the distribution list at present, more 
would be ideal.  It was agree agreed that the Parish will aim to produce a newsletter on a 
quarterly basis, with the seasons. 

9. PROW – The Clerk has written to Ferns and received a reply from KCC saying that they had in fact 
approached FERNs regarding the closure of PROW routes.  Clerk has been in touch with other 
local Parishes agreeing to monitor the ongoing situation.  

10. UTB – UTB have confirmed there are no issues with the application now. 
11. New Emails – Nearly all Cllrs are ready to begin using the new emails, just waiting for old files to 

be transferred. 
 

24/175 Reports from Committees and Representatives on other bodies: 
a. Village Hall – Lights have been replaced, the floor has been sanded and varnished. 

b. Recreation Grounds – Preparing grounds for new season. – Local person to be contacted 

regarding out-door training activities. 

c. Standards Committee – Meeting Dates: 2 June 2025 – 7.30pm and 19 Jan 2026 – 7.30pm. 

d. KALC Area Committee – Meeting Dates: 10 April – via Teams, 17 July – In person, 9 October – In 

person and 15 Jan – via Teams. 

e. Parish Partnership Panel – Meeting Dates: 29 May 2025 and 28 Aug 2025. 

 
24/176 Correspondence/Consultation 

Email received from resident in East Street regarding overgrown trees on the verge of East Street and 
Trottiscliffe Road.  The Cllrs discussed her request and felt that the area is not the responsibility of the 
Parish Council and KCC should be contacted for clarification of the boundary. 
 

24/177 Items for Next Meeting. 

• Prepare Annual Parish Meeting 
 
24/178 Closed Session – Discuss confidential matters 
 There were none to consider. 

 

24/179 Close of Meeting 
 With no further business the meeting was closed at 09.27pm 
 
24/180 Date of Next Meeting – Wednesday 2nd April 2025 (After the Annual Parish Meeting) 
 
 
 
 

  Patricia Garrett    2nd April 2025 

 
Signed……………………………………….    Chairman  Date………………………………………… 
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