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ADDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in Addington Village Hall, Park Road                                                                     

held on Wednesday 6 December 2023 at 19:00hrs                          

                                                                                                                                                                                           
Present: Cllr. Mrs. P. Garrett – Chairman, Cllrs: Mrs. A. Adams, Mrs. L. Chalk,                            
Mr. P. Robinson, Mrs. C. Short                                                                                                                                             
In Attendance: Louise Goldsmith (Clerk) 

                 

93/23] APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:                                                                                                   
None received.                                                                                                                     

94/23] DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION:                                   
None. 
 
95/23] MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING:   
It was proposed and resolved that the Chairman signs the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 
the 8 November 2023 as a true and accurate record of the meeting.  

96/23]  OPEN SESSION:  
No members of the public present.                                                                                                                                                                  

97/23] REPORTS:                                                                                                                                                       
a) County Councillor:                                                                                                                                                          
There was no 
report.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
b) Borough Councillor:                                                                                                                                             
Borough Councillor Martin Coffin has advised the Clerk that T&MBC is not able to assist any further 
with the ongoing problem of vehicles been offloaded from transporters directly on to the A20 outside Big 
Motoring World.   Enforcement at T&MBC has advised that there are no current or previous conditions 
which prevent the offloading of vehicles onto the A20. The original condition for a turning circle was 
only for one to be installed but not enforced.  This condition has now been recently overturned with the 
granting of a Lawful Development Certificate and there is no further action Enforcement can take.  
Borough Councillor Martin Coffin has advised that the Enforcement Case Officer for the ancient 
woodland met representatives from the Forestry Commission on site last week to see what action they can 
take and has advised that they will be continuing discussions with them.  T&MBC is also looking to serve 
a replanting Notice.  It was agreed that the Clerk should ask the Borough Councillors to provide a written 
update on activities at T&MBC if they are not able to attend future meetings.                                                                         
c) Kent Police:                                                                                                                                                        
There were no reported crimes in Addington in November 2023.  Between 21:00 on Tuesday 21 
November and 05:00 on Wednesday 22 November 2023 somebody attempted to steal horses from a 
dwelling in Pilgrims Way, Trottiscliffe. The Parish Council has been made aware that the Ferns yard was 
broken into during November and some panels were stolen off some new machinery. 

98/23] CLERKS REPORT/PAST MATTERS (Information purposes only) 
1] Monthly check of the defibrillator: The Clerk advised Members that both of the defibrillators in the 
village have been checked this month and an update provided on WebNos. 
2] T&MBC have issued information about the Christmas refuse collection service online. 
 

99/23] PLANNING 
a) Applications: None to consider. 
b) Approvals: None to consider. 
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c) Refusals: None to consider 
d) Application Withdrawn: None to consider. 
e) Appeals:   

Appeal Dismissed: 
2] 22/00628/FL – Westbank, London Road, Addington.                                                                                                          
Two storey side extension, alterations to roof including dormer window and alterations to 
porch roof – failure of T&MBC to give a decision within the appropriate time period.                                                            

f)  Other Planning Issues:                                                                                                                                                          
1] 20/00030/USEH – Mayhill House, London Road, Addington – alleged unauthorised 
hardstanding and caravan: There was no update on whether a site inspection has been 
arranged.                                                                                                                                        
2] 22/00222/TPOT - Land to the side of the Jet Garage, London Road: See item 98 (b).  The 
Clerk was asked to request that enforcement provide a full explanation as to why the trees 
were permitted to be removed in the first place.  It was agreed that it has been over 12 months 
since the destruction of the ancient woodland took place and that in the interests of 
transparency the Parish Council should receive this information.  The Clerk was also asked to 
find out when the replanting Notice will be served as the Parish Council understood that this 
had already been issued. 
3] 23/00200/USEM Aldon Lane: The Clerk has advised Enforcement that the remaining 
caravan is still being stored on the site and has requested its removal.  
4] Big Motoring World: See item 98 (b). The Clerk was asked to find out if either T&MBC 
or KCC can provide a quantified risk assessment regarding the activity and number of 
transporters offloading vehicles at the same time directly on to the A20. 
5] 23/00240/COM: Addington Lodge: alleged breach of planning condition. Planning 
Enforcement have checked the planning history of the site.  Investigations have established 
that planning permission TM/16/01175/FL (Replacement and enlargement of garage roof to 
provide first floor accommodation and associated external staircase and roof lights) was not 
implemented therefore the relevant planning permission relating to the use of the garage 
building is TM/78/11045/FULL. Condition 3 of that permission states that: ‘The garage 
hereby permitted shall be used solely for purposes incidental to the enjoyment of the dwelling 
known as Addington Park Lodge, London Road, Addington and no trade business or 
commercial use shall be carried out there from’. Communications with the property owner 
have established that the building is currently empty but that it is proposed to be used as a 
home gym which would be a use incidental to the main dwelling.  Enforcement has advised 
that there is therefore no breach of planning control occurring and no enforcement action is 
required at this time. 
 
                                                                                     

100/23] RESOLUTIONS 

1. Meeting Dates 2024 
RESOLVED: To adopt the dates of the meetings 2024. 

2. KALC Community Award 2024 
RESOLVED: To not adopt the scheme for 2024. 

 
3. Financial: 

a) Grounds Maintenance Contract 2024: Members considered quotes obtained by the Clerk. 
RESOLVED: To accept a quote for a 3 year long term agreement with Capel 
Groundcare to commence on the 1 January 2024. The Clerk to thank the previous 
contractor, Four Seasons, for all their hard work over the last few years. 
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b) Emergency repairs to the wall by the defibrillator in Trottiscliffe Road. 
RESOLVED: To ratify a decision between meetings to accept a quote of £348.78 from 
the handyman for repairs to the wall by the defibrillator in Trottiscliffe Road. 

c) NALC backdated pay award for the Clerk 
Resolved: To award a backdated pay rise of a total of £350.00 subject to PAYE. 

d) Budget 2024/2025 
It was noted that the Clerk has prepared and circulated a draft budget for 2024/2025. Cllrs. 
Garrett, Short and the Clerk will be meeting on the 14 December 2023 at 2.30pm to review 
the budget for 2024/2025. T&MBC has now issued the tax base calculation.   

e) To approve the Financial Statement for December 2023 and make arrangements for 
authorisation. 
RESOLVED: To approve the Financial Statement for December and for Cllrs. Short and 
Garrett to authorise the payments online.   

 
Balances as at 6 December 2023: 
             Unity Trust Account:   £11,325.22                                                                                         

National Savings Account:   £25,573.33                                                                              
Receipts:  None 

Payments December:  

            Supplier   Description     Amount 

Mrs L S Goldsmith  (Salary and backdated pay award)  £979.16 
HMRC    (Tax)      £275.84 
Mrs L S Goldsmith  (Expenses & email account reimbursement) £176.56 

 Gel Creative   (Monthly website maintenance)               £150.00 
 Four Seasons Gardens  (Grounds Maintenance)                £  94.28 
 Citizen Advice Bureau              (Donation)     £100.00 
 Heart of Kent Hospice               (Donation)     £250.00 
 Small Works Building        (Defib wall repair)    £384.78 
 Unity Bank   (Quarterly Charge)    £  18.00 
 Total          £2,428.62 
  
101/23] PARISH MATTERS:                                                                                                                                                                                           

1] Highways:  
a) Highways & PROW enquiries Outstanding:                                                                                         
1] Footpath bridge to the Angel Inn: A damaged gate and at least one railway sleeper bridge on the 
footpath have been reported.  The Clerk has reminded PROW that the gate was installed so that it could 
be closed to prevent the path being used as a bridleway and that it is not acceptable that it is not possible 
to secure the gate now. 
2] Enquiry 751039: East Street North Trackway: Shrubs/vegetation causing obstruction.  Enquiry 
attended.  More work required. 
3] Enquiry: 756556 A20 near Aldon Lane: Tree hanging over footpath reported.  Works completed. 
4] PROW: 231032524: Fingerpost on MR170. The fingerpost is leaning and out of the ground.  Work has 
been added to the Forward Maintenance Plan. 
5] PROW: 231030684: Fingerpost on MR167 is damaged.  Work has been the added to Forward 
Maintenance Plan. 
6] Enquiry 750116: Pothole on the A20 outside Merrythought: KCC has assessed and no action is 
required 
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7] Wrotham Heath Bus Stop: Water leak and encroaching on road: Drainage works completed and more
works due to take place.
8] Tree works on village green: The contractor has applied for permission to lift the crown of 3 trees on
the green.
b) New requiring attention:
50mph repeater sign west of Mayhill on the A20 is faded.
Trottiscliffe Road sign at the junction with the A20 is damaged.
Posts on the verge outside the car dealership are damaged.
2] Highways Improvement Plan:
Following the walkabout with KCC Highways on the 3 November 2023 Emma Tilbury, Community
Engagement Officer has reported that the speed limit along most of this length is currently 50mph which
is generally representative with speed data. KCC has agreed that the existing bend warning signs on the
approach to Aldon Lane are incorrect and very faded. The existing signs show a side road warning but do
not highlight the bend.  KCC has agreed to install new warning signs to show the bend/curve in the road
with a side road blip. The warning signs will also be accompanied with new SLOW road markings to
highlight the hazard to drivers. The existing 50mph gateway signs west of Aldon Lane are very faded and
KCC has agreed to replace these and also add a 50mph roundel to the carriageway.  This scheme has been
passed to the Design and Delivery Team to arrange the works and will be funded by KCC.  It is
anticipated that the works will be completed by the end of February 2024.
3] Highways Parish  Seminar
The Clerk and Cllr. Garrett each attended one of the Highway virtual Parish Seminars held last month.
Notes from the seminar have been circulated and the presentation slides will be circulated when received.
4] Renewal of Leases:
a) Recreation Ground:  A decision is awaited from the Land Registry regarding the recently submitted
application which needed to be issued before the lease for the recreation ground can be renewed. The
solicitor has advised that the Land Registry is still working through a backlog of applications and that it
might be several months before a decision is issued.
b) Village Hall: The Clerk has spoken to a representative from the the Village Hall Committee about
incorporating the charity as a charitable incorporated organisation (CIO).  The representative has advised
that the Village Hall Committee is reviewing all of their options and will make a decision soon.
5] Outdoor Gym Project
It was noted that The Great Outdoor Company hope to commence the installation of the outdoor gym at
the recreation ground on Monday 11 December 2023 but will assess the grounds first for accessibility
given the amount of recent rainfall.  It was noted that the Clerk has submitted an application to draw
down £30,418 of S106 funding from T&MBC.  The Clerk has submitted all the supporting paperwork
and a copy of the final quote and the application has been accepted by T&MBC and is currently being
processed.
6] Parish Plan
The Clerk has circulated a copy of the current Parish Plan.  It was agreed that the Clerk should update the
plan with information about the new replacement bridge at East Street North and the ongoing issue with
the tree planting in this area.  The Clerk will also include information about the new outdoor gym
equipment.  It was agreed to review the Parish Plan again in the Autumn and to commence the process
with a consultation exercise.
7] Open Spaces
a) Dying trees on East Street:
er update from National Highways regarding when the replacement trees will be planted has been 
requested.

102/23] REPRESENTATION AT MEETINGS:   
a) Village Hall Committee: There has been an ongoing issue with the solar panels and at least 6

months revenue has been lost. Remedial works are now taking place. The Committee is still
seeking a new secretary.  Following recent communication from KALC about public buildings



 

5 

Initials: ……………….. 

 

possibly been underinsured the Clerk will suggest that the Village Hall Committee checks their 
insurance policy and assesses whether the amount of cover for the building is correct.   

b) Recreation Ground Committee: Cllr. Robinson advised that the Cricket Club have now got 
CASC status, (Community Amateur Sports Club), which is registered with the HMRC and means 
that the Cricket Club is now eligible for Gift Aid. The Committee is also considering whether to 
become a Charitable Incorporated Organisation and is currently weighing up the pros and cons.  
Both the Recreation Ground and Cricket Club are currently registered with the Charity 
Commission.   

c) Parish Partnership Panel: The minutes of the meeting held on the 9 November 2023 will be 
circulated when published. 

d) Standards Committee: There has been no meeting. 
e) KALC Area Committee:  The KALC AGM was held on the 18 November 2023 in Ditton.  Cllr. 

Robinson recently attended a virtual Carbon Literacy Action Day for Local Councils which was 
organised by KALC.  Cllr. Robinson advised that it is vital that every level of local government 
looks to address climate change.  It was agreed to continue to have this topic on the agenda and 
refer to the current Climate Change Plan.  Cllr. Robinson reported that Parish Councils should be 
both an activator and influencer.  The Parish Council can be an activator by leading by example 
and be an influencer by commenting on planning applications with the environment in mind.  It 
was suggested and agreed that to supplement the work of the Parish Council it would be helpful 
for the Clerk to ask a representative from the Environmental Agency in Addington to present at the 
next Annual Parish Meeting.  The presentation should include suggestions about what residents 
can do to support an initiative to save the climate.   
 

103/23] CORRESPONDENCE/CONSULTATIONS 

a) For information: 
1] Area 2 Planning Committee: 17 January 2024 
2] Joint Transportation Board: 4 March 2024 
3] Parish Partnership Panel: 8 February 2023 
4] Standards Committee: 22 January 2024 
5] KALC Area Meeting: 14 December 2023 

      b)     New requiring attention:   
1] Changes to parking restrictions in the Borough of Tonbridge & Malling Consultation: Cllr. 
Robinson to respond on behalf of the Parish Council and all Councillors to respond individually.   
2] Platt CE Primary School Admissions Consultation: Cllr. Robinson to respond on behalf of the 
Parish Council.          
3] Tonbridge and Malling Violence Against Women and Girls Consultation: Cllr. Robinson to 
respond on behalf of the Parish Council and all Councillors to respond individually.   

104/23] ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING: 
             Strategy for tackling moles. Insurance for the village hall and pavilion.   

105/23] DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING:    
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 10 January 2023 at 7pm in the 
village hall. 

106/23] ANY CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS:  
There were none to consider. 

 

With no further business to transact the meeting was closed at 20:40hrs 

Signed _______________________________ Chairman    Date _______________________________ 
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