
 

 

 

 

 

ADDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 4 July 2018 at 20:00hrs 

in the Pavilion, Park Road. 

 

Present:  Cllr. Mr. S. Macdonald-Gay – Chairman Cllrs. Mrs. A. Adams, Mrs. M-F. Bailey,                       

Mrs. P. Garrett, Mr. P. Robinson, Mrs C. Short 

  County Councillor Sarah Hohler, PCSO Ross McMillan and 1 member of the public 

 

53/18] APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:   
Borough Councillors Matthew Balfour and Ann Kemp.   

 

54/18]  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 

 Cllr Garrett expressed a pecuniary interest in 60/18 (c) (1). 

 

55/18] MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING:   
It was proposed that the Chairman signed the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 6 

June 2018 as a correct record.   Agreed. 

 

56/18]  REPORTS 

b) Borough Councillor – There was no report. 

 

20:06hrs The Chairman proposed and it was resolved to move the agenda item ‘Members of public’ 

 

59/18] MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: 

A member of the public spoke in support of raising funds for replacement children’s play equipment on the 

recreation ground.  The Clerk and Cllr. Robinson met with this person last month who has expressed an 

interest in organising some fund raising.  A playground specialist has provided a quote which is just over 

£40,000 and the member of public wanted to know how much money the Parish Council would be willing to 

donate. The member of public also expressed concern about an alleged business operating at an address in 

East Street which is having a negative impact on neighbours.  Cllr. Garrett reported that a local resident is 

very concerned about the speed of the traffic on the A20 having nearly been hurt trying to cross the A20 near 

to St. Vincents Lane. 

 

56/18]  REPORTS 

c) Kent Police – PCSO Ross McMillan reported that there had been a number of cars parked on private 

drives broken into recently in Addington and Trottiscliffe.  In the main the cars were either unlocked or 

operating on a keyless basis and petty cash and a few items were stolen. PCSO Ross McMillan advised 

that they keys for keyless cars should not be kept near front doors as they can be intercepted.  PCSO Ross 

McMillan advised Members that he has a very large geographical area to cover and struggles to find the 

time to attend Parish Council meetings. At a recent Parish Partnership Panel meeting the Chief Inspector 

for Kent Police suggested that PCSOs should only attend Parish Council meetings when something 

significant is happening in the parish. 

a) County Councillor – County Councllor Sarah Hohler reported that she is in discussions with KCC and 

residents in Woodgate Road about repairing the damage done to the road by lorries and equipment from 

the quarry which were unlawfully using the access in this road.  The owners of the caravan park in Ford 

Lane have also contacted her to explain that their guests are complaining about the noise, frequency and 

speed of the lorries travelling from the quarry on both weekdays and the weekend and claim that this is 

affecting their trade. Concern has also been expressed about the fact lorries seem to be driving through 

the village at the weekend.  Permission has not been granted for work to be carried out at the quarry at 

weekends. County Councillor Sarah Hohler advised Members that following discussions with local 

landowners the owner of the quarry is submitting a planning proposal to gain access through Pearson’s 

sandpit.  Some of the residents in Woodgate Road have also requested traffic calming measures to be 

considered again for this road. County Councillor Sarah Hohler is trying to see what could be done given 
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this is a rural road.  However, the residents in Woodgate Road seem divided on what they would like in 

terms of possible traffic calming. 

20:32hrs County Councillor Sarah Hohler, PCSO Ross McMillan and 1 member of the public left the 

meeting 

 

57/18] MATTERS ARISING:   
1] Monthly check of the defibrillator and any other update The Clerk advised Members that both of the 

defibrillators in the village had been checked this month and an update provided on WebNos.   

2] Speedwatch – The Clerk reported that 2 sessions took place in June. 

3] Play equipment at the recreation ground – A RoSPA inspection is due in July 2018.  Cllr. Robinson 

and the Clerk met with a member of the public at the play area who is keen to assist with raising funds for 

new play equipment. The same member of the public attended this meeting.  Members considered the 

request from a member of the public for possible funding towards new play equipment.  Members were in 

agreement that at this stage it would not be possible to make a decision.  It was suggested that the group 

of residents interested in supporting this cause should form a sub-committee of the Recreation Ground 

Committee and formulate a strategy and come back to the Parish Council with a full proposal.  The Clerk 

will advise them of this decision and is happy to support this group if required 

4] T&MBC Local Plan Development – T&MBC officers who attended the Parish Partnership Panel 

meeting held on the 14 June 2018 suggested that failure to submit a Local Plan within the transitional 

period, proposed by the Government in the new draft National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), 

would result in significant risks associated with having to address a substantially higher provision of 

housing as a result of the introduction of a standardised methodology for assessing housing need. A draft 

Local Plan with a refined development strategy, policies and proposals had been considered by the 

Planning and Transportation Advisory Board on 5 June 2018.  It is anticipated that the next meeting of 

the Advisory Board in July 2018 would review the final draft of the Local Plan with the formal public 

consultation, required under Regulation 19, to follow in September 2018. Parish councils and members of 

the public will be given an opportunity to comment on the proposals in September.  All responses 

received, either for or against, will be submitted to the Secretary of State with the Local Plan for approval 

in December 2018.  It was therefore stressed that if the Parish Council are in favour of the draft Local 

Plan then they should also submit a response.  At the Parish Partnership Panel meeting particular 

reference was made to the major proposed sites at Bushey Wood, South Aylesford, Kings Hill 

(Broadwater Farm) and Borough Green and concern was expressed about the effect of the size of these 

proposed developments on the infrastructure. The extension of the green belt to the east of West Malling 

was welcomed.  Members commented that no reference has been made to a Dark Skies Policy in the draft 

Local Plan.  It was suggested that the Clerk contacts the local CPRE branch again for their advice and 

support on getting such a policy included in the Local Plan. 

5] Reinstatement of the footbridge over the M20 – Hedleys are still waiting for revised documentation from 

the solicitors acting for Highways England.  The Section 38 application has not yet been submitted and the 

solicitors are still liaising with Highways England to obtain the relevant information required to support 

the application. The Highways England solicitor has agreed to obtain an update on the likely timescales 

for installing the footbridge given that the works to installing a Smart Motorway between junctions 3 and 

5 have started. 

6] Smart Motorway Junction 3-5 –The Clerk had circulated a schedule of current proposed works.  

Members noted that the Ryarsh Protection Group has written to T&MBC asking why it was agreed that 

the section of the M20 nearest to Ryarsh is not to receive any noise barriers or resurfacing of lanes with a 

noise reducing surface given that the trees and vegetation have been completely removed from both sides 

of the motorway and two emergency refuge areas are to be installed.  T&MBC have advised this group 

that they should address their concerns to KCC who, as the Highways Authority, were consulted on the 

Smart Motorway proposals. Members discussed their similar concerns about residents living in East 

Street and The Paddocks being affected by an increase in noise given that vegetation has been recently 

removed.  The Clerk was asked to write to Tom Tugendhat (MP), copying in the County Councillor and 

Borough Councillors, expressing these concerns.  The Clerk suggested and it was agreed that the letter 
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should be forwarded to all the Parish Clerks in BART so that the four villages can be united in their quest 

for reducing the impact of the new Smart Motorway on the immediate area. 

7] Welcome pack for new residents/ New Website – The Clerk had circulated the link for the new 

Trottiscliffe Parish Council website. Members were in agreement that the website was much more 

informative and flexible.  Members also agreed that it would be beneficial for the Parish Council to 

outsource the provision and maintenance of the website.  Members resolved to appoint Gel Creative to 

produce a draft framework for a new Parish Council website.  The Clerk will work closely with them over 

the next few months to both shape the new website and to provide the necessary information. 

8] General Data Protection Regulation – The Clerk will investigate the possibility of Members having 

Parish Council email addresses which are linked to the proposed new website.  Members were in 

agreement that this would be a much better and safer option than Councillors using their own personal 

email accounts as they currently do. 

9] First World War Centenary Event – 11 November 2018 – Members resolved at the last meeting to hold an 

event to commemorate the First World War Centenary.  It was suggested that a small reception including 

drinks and nibbles is held in the village hall followed by the lighting of the beacon.  The Clerk will organise 

the refreshments and will book the village hall.  The bell ringers at the Church have been allocated a time slot 

of 19:05hrs to ring the Church bells so it was proposed the lighting of the beacon coincided with this.  The 

possibility of holding a small exhibition of relevant photographs in the village hall will be investigated. 

10] Vacancy on the Parish Council - The Clerk has advised T&MBC of the resignation of Peter Annis and 

has placed the Notice of a Vacancy on the noticeboards as requested.  The statutory period closes shortly 

and if no election has been called the Parish Council are able to co-opt someone.  The Clerk will then 

place an advert in The Pilgrims and on the website to see if anyone would be interested in being co-opted 

on to the Parish Council. 

58/18] FINANCE 

a) A statement as at 4 July 2018 was circulated: 

  Business Reserve Account £ 40,643.16 

  Current Account  £     346.76 

  Less cheques 1949         150.00 

                 196.76 

  Consuls Account  £      100.00  

  National Savings Account:   £ 24,981.90 

 

  

Receipts: There were none 
 

b) Other matters: There were none 

 

c) Cheques for signature: 

Supplier   Description   Cheque  Amount 

         Number 

Mrs L S Goldsmith  (Salary- June)               1950  £ 512.55 

HMRC    (Tax – June)   1951  £ 128.20 

 Mrs L S Goldsmith  (Expenses –June & July) 1952  £ 191.58 

 Mrs L S Goldsmith                     (Salary July – post-dated)  1953  £ 512.55 

 HMRC                                        (Tax - July – post-dated)              1954  £ 128.20 

 Bartlett Tree Expert Co Ltd        (Oak Tree maintenance)  1955  £ 216.00 

 Four Seasons Gardens Ltd          (Grounds maintenance)     1956  £ 246.00 

 T&MBC                                      (Dog waste bin)  1957  £297.68 

 Total    £2,232.76 
 

Transfer from Current Account to Business Reserve Account - £2,300.00 

 

The Chairman proposed that the cheques listed overleaf be signed.  Agreed. 
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60/18] PLANNING  

a)Applications:   

1] TM/18/01338/FL – Land between Regents Court and Park View, London Road  

Erection of four 3 bedroom chalet style dwellings.  Resolved:  In principle Members have no objection to 

the proposed houses but do have concerns about adding more vehicle movements in and out of the 

entrance on to this busy section of the A20 opposite The Clearway.  Members feel that this issue needs to 

be addressed before consent is given for the housing by preferably a reduction in the speed limit. 

Members would also like a condition set that the applicant makes a financial contribution to a community 

project. 

2] TM/18/01279/OA – Regents Court, London Road, Addington 

Demolition of existing buildings and containers and erection of new workshop building to serve existing 

engineering business with landscaping reserved.  Resolved: No objection to the above proposal but would 

like a condition set that the applicant clears/tidies up the rest of the site. 

3] TM/18/01312/FL -3C Plowenders Close, Addington 

Extend existing single garage.  Resolved: No objection  

4] TM/18/01399/FL – Woodbrook, London Road, Addington 

Single storey conservatory to the side of the property.  Authentic slate tiled hipped lean to roof with grey 

UPVC windows and brick dwarf walls.  Resolved: No objection  

b) Decisions:  

1] TM/18/00911/FL – 16 The Links, Addington, ME19 5RX 

Ground floor side extension.  Approved 

2] TM/18/01001/FL – Squirrels Keep, Trottiscliffe Road, Addington, ME19 5AZ 

Proposed detached double garage, amended from approval 14/03218/FL.  Approved 

3] TM/18/00867/FL – 6 Hazelview, East Street, Addington, ME19 5DF 

Single storey front extension.  Approved 

c) Other Matters 

21:27hrs Cllr. Garrett expressed a pecuniary interest and left the meeting 

1] Big Motoring World, London Road/Bonheure – KCC have now installed the fencing outside Bonheure 

which will hopefully help prevent cars parking on the pavement and verge.  The Clerk will report to 

Enforcement that a fence has been erected on the BMW site.   

21:30hrs Cllr. Garrett returned to the meeting  
2] Stubblesdown, London Road – The Clerk was asked to report to the Highways Steward that cars are 

being advertised for sale on the verge and footpath down from this property which are on KCC owned 

and maintained land. 

3] Fly-tipping – Members are very disappointed with the time it is taking for T&MBC to clear the two 

incidents of fly-tipping reported last month. The Clerk was asked to find out if T&MBC have a Policy or 

Service Standards in place for collecting fly-tipping.   

4] TM/17/02402/FL Jet Garage – portakabin/portaloos for car wash – Members noted the car washing 

operation should now have ceased and associated structures removed to comply with the Enforcement 

Notice. The Clerk was asked to find out what Enforcement will be doing to ensure the Enforcement 

Notice is adhered to. 

5] TM/18/00138/WORKH – Investigation Land of East of B2016 and south of London Road, Addington 

– the Clerk has reported a new entrance and the erection of fencing on this area of land to Enforcement.  

Enforcement have written to the owner requesting that the fencing is removed. 

6] TM/18/00268/FL – The Seekers Trust –Following the refusal of planning permission T&MBC have 

now served an Enforcement Notice for the unauthorised structure to be removed within  six months.  

Members noted that the applicant does have the right to appeal. 

7] Reported business operating from 6 Hazelview, East Street – The Clerk was asked to report to 

Enforcement and the Borough Councillors the concerns raised by some local residents about the noise and 

disturbance being caused from an alleged window cleaning business being operated out of 6 Hazelview, 

East Street.  
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61/18] HIGHWAYS:  

a) Highways & PROW enquiries Outstanding:- (as at 6 June 2018) 

1] Enquiry 362880 - St Vincents Lane, large white stones still jutting into the lane.  Have 

now been removed. 

2] Enquiry 363399 - A20 footpath from junction of the A20 with Trottiscliffe Road to the 

boot fair entrance is blocked with vegetation.  KCC have cleared. 

3] Enquiry 364398 - Standing light on the island near to the junction of the A20 with 

Trottiscliffe Road is not working again. Clerk to check if works have been carried out. 

 

b) New requiring attention 

1] A20 – road surface outside Big Motoring World is all rutted.   

2] A20 – post needs replacing near to entrance to Humphries & Parks 

3] A20 – pavement needs clearing from Aldon Road to Westbank 

 

c) Other matters:   

1] Request for a dog waste bin by the St. Vincents gate at Clearway – Members noted that 

T&MBC have now installed the bin. 

2] Members noted that KCC have reduced the number of cuts to urban highway grass verges 

from eight to six this year.   

 

62/18] REPORTS OF MEETINGS:    

a) Village Hall – The Village Hall Committee has advised the Clerk that the cost of the tables is 

more than they first though as they need to purchase a trolley for them to be stored in.  The 

Village Hall Committee offered to pay the difference in the cost but Members noted that if 

the Parish Council are ordering the tables they will not be able to claim back the VAT if the 

payment is shared.  Members therefore resolved to purchase the tables and trolley at a total 

cost of £1,486.10 (excluding VAT).  The Clerk will find out if the old tables can be stored in 

the pavilion so that they can be used by both venues. 

b) Recreation Ground Committee – There has been no meeting. 

c) Parish Partnership Panel – Cllr. Adams attended the meeting held on the 14 June 2018.  In 

addition to the discussion on the draft Local Plan as reported in 57/18 (4)  the Sub-Divisional 

Commander for Tunbridge Wells and Tonbridge (Chief Inspector Pete Steenhuis) provided a 

brief overview of the new model of policing introduced by Kent Police. This included the 

amalgamation of Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells into one sub-division and the establishment 

of Specialist Investigation Teams to look at serious and complex crime.  Kent Police will be 

increasing police visibility and patrols in areas identified with heightened activity.  It was 

mentioned that PSCOs should be dealing with crime for the benefit of the community rather 

than attending numerous meetings. It was felt that PCSOs should only attend Parish Council 
meetings when there was something significant to report.  

d) Standards Committee meeting – There has been no meeting.                                                                     

e)  KALC Area Committee – There has been no meeting. 

 

63/18] OPEN SPACES:   
1] Addington Green – request for additional signage – The Clerk had shared the information from the 

Highways Steward about which signage belongs to KCC and the Parish Council and which can therefore 

be moved with the Management Company and is waiting to hear their thoughts.   

2] Oak Tree on village green – Bartletts have carried out a further root treatment for the bleeding canker.   
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64/18] CORRESPONDENCE: 

a) For information:-  

1] Area 2 Planning Committee – 4 July 2018 

2] Joint Transportation Board – 24 September 2018 

3] Parish Partnership Panel – 6 September 2018 

4] Standards Committee – 15 October 2017 

5] KALC Area Committee Meeting – 2 August 2018 

 

b) On circulation: - 

1] Decision Sheet Joint Transportation Board 11 June 2018 

2] Agenda Area 2 Planning Committee 4 July 2018 

3] Parish Partnership Panel Minutes of Meeting held on 14 June 2018 

4] Clerk & Councils Direct – July 2018 

5] Tonbridge & Malling Community Safety Partnership Newsletter – July/August 2018 

6] Fields in Trust – Summer 2018 

7] KALC – News June 2018 

 

c) New requiring attention:   

1] Highways England - Operation Stack Listening Exercise. Members noted the consultation. 

2] Big Conversation – shape the future of rural transport in Kent.  Members noted the dates of the 

public consultation meetings. 

 

22:00hrs In accordance with the Standing Order the Chairman proposed and it was resolved to continue 

with the meeting 

65/18 ANY OTHER BUSINESS:   
 Bus waiting times at the junction of Trottiscliffe Road and Park Road have not improved. 

   

66/18] ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING:    

 1] Wrotham Quarry – weekend working and lorries travelling through the village. 

  

67/18] DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING:    
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 5 September 2018 in the Pavilion 

 

68/18] ANY CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS:  There was none. 

 

 

The meeting was closed at 22:03hrs 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed  …………………………………………………..Chairman  Date  ………………………… 


