
 

 

 

 

 

 

ADDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 1 November 2017 at 20:00hrs 

in the Pavilion, Park Road. 

 
Present:  Cllr. Mr. S. MacDonald-Gay - Chairman, Cllrs. Mrs. A. Adams, Mr. P. Annis,  

  Mrs. M-F Bailey, Mrs. C. Short 

 

  County Councillor Sarah Hohler, Borough Councillor Ann Kemp  

  2 members of public. 

 

102/17] APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:   
Borough Councillor Matthew Balfour and Councillors Garrett and Robinson. 

 

103/17]  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 

Cllr. Bailey disclosed a pecuniary interest in item 109/17 (c) (2).   

 

104/17] MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING:   
It was was proposed that the Chairman signed the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 

the 4 October 2017 as a correct record.   Agreed. 

 

The Chairman proposed and it was agreed to move Members of Public to be the next item 

108/17] MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:   
Two Members of public discussed their concerns about speeding traffic on Woodgate Road and the safety of 

pedestrians and wildlife. The road has recently been resurfaced which they felt will probably increase the 

speed of traffic further.  Both members of the public asked if the Parish Council would support a proposal for 

some form of traffic-calming on this road.  County Councillor Sarah Hohler explained that in response to a 

recent similar request she has funded some ‘Slow’ and ‘Pedestrians on road’ signage which will be installed 

now that the road has been re-surfaced.  It was suggested that a request for a reduction of the speed limit on 

Woodgate Road would be the next step forward as traffic calming would not be considered with the existing 

national speed limit. 

 

105/17]  REPORTS 

a) County Councillor – County Councillor Sarah Hohler reminded Members about the 

consultation currently being carried out by KCC on the budget for next year. County 

Councillor Sarah Hohler also explained that she has received a request to place tarmac under 

the village sign on the right hand side of Trottiscliffe Road as you enter the village from the 

direction of Trottiscliffe as vegetation regularly blocks this sign.  County Councillor Sarah 

Hohler also mentioned the planning application for an aggregate recycling facility for a 

temporary period of five years at Wrotham quarry.  The speed survey on the A20 has been 

completed and County Councillor Sarah Hohler agreed to forward the results when she has 

received them. 

b) Borough Councillor – Borough Councillor Ann Kemp reported that T&MBC will soon be 

issuing further information on the development of the Local Plan and also a response to the 

Government’s consultation on ‘Finding the Right Homes in the Right Places'. Borough 

Councillor Ann Kemp reported that Larkfield Leisure Centre has been awarded another 

‘outstanding’ by Quest who carry out all the national benchmarking of leisure centres.  Of the 

625 leisure centres in the UK only 12 have been ranked as ‘outstanding’.  Both Larkfield and 

Tonbridge Swimming pool have both been ranked as ‘outstanding’ again this year. 

20:25hrs County Councillor Sarah Hohler and Borough Councillor Ann Kemp left the meeting 

c) Kent Police – Mr. Macdonald-Gay reported that on the 5 October a Georgian postbox was 

stolen from the front of a residential property in Church Lane, Trottiscliffe. 

20:27hrs 2 members of public left the meeting 
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106/17] MATTERS ARISING:   
1] Monthly check of the defibrillator and any other update - The Clerk advised Members that both of the 

defibrillators in the village had been checked this month and an update provided on WebNos.   

2] Speedwatch – Cllr. Annis reported that 2 sessions will be held during November. 

3] Play equipment at the recreation ground – There was no update. 

4] T&MBC Call for Sites – The draft Local Plan will be subject to a further round of public consultation 

early in 2018.     

5] Reinstatement of the footbridge over the M20 – The solicitors for Highways England and Sian Stephens 

from Hedleys, acting for the Parish Council, are still in the process of investigating the legalities involved.  

Members resolved to send Hedleys £300.00 to cover the costs of some required additional land searches. 

6] Dark Skies Policies – The Clerk is waiting to hear what support and advice the CPRE could offer to 

advise T&MBC to put in place policies in the new Local Plan with respect to external lighting particularly 

in rural areas.   

7] Kent Men of Trees – Trees in the Village Competition 2017 – Members were delighted to hear that 

Addington is the winner of the Trees in the Village Competition 2017.  The Parish Council will receive a 

cheque of £30.00 and an indigenous tree. The Clerk will announce this news in The Pilgrims and will 

mention that the Judge in particular remarked on the quality of the trees on the recreation ground and in 

many private gardens. The recommendations in the report will be followed up including removing the 

protective fencing around the fastigiate beech on the village green which was awarded and planted by the 

Judges when the village last won this competition. 

8] Smart Motorway Junction 3-5 - Representatives from Highways England were due to attend this Parish 

Council.  At the close of the meeting the Clerk had not heard why the representatives had failed to arrive.  

The Clerk will find out if they can attend the next meeting. 

107/17] FINANCE 

a) A statement as at 1 November was circulated: 

Business Reserve Account £ 42,412.25 

Current Account   £     204.82   

Less cheque 1899  £      120.00 

      £        84.82 

Consuls Account   £      100.00  

National Savings Account:   £ 24,864.73 

 

Receipts: None 

 

b) Other matters 

1] Grass cutting contract 2017 – Members resolved to accept a quote from Four Seasons 

Ltd. for £1,305.00, (excluding VAT), for the grass cutting and strimming of the village 

greens for 2018. Arisings are to be left onsite. 

2] Request for financial support from the Village Hall Committee – Members considered a 

further request from the Village Hall Committee for financial support for the extension 

and new terrace to the village hall,  The Committee are faced with an additional cost of 

£7,100.00 for VAT that was not originally budgeted for.  Members resolved to donate a 

further £2,000.00 towards the project out of budget for 2017/18m.  Carried 3 in favour, 2 

against. 

3] Annual review of Asset Register – Members considered and adopted the Asset 

Register. 

4] Annual review of Risk Management – Members considered and adopted the Risk 

Management Review. 

5] To set date for Precept discussion meeting – Cllrs. Garrett and Macdonald-Gay and the 

Clerk will meet on either the 4 or 5 December.  Date, time and venue to be confirmed. 

6] Bank Mandate – postponed to the next meeting. 
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c) Cheques for signature: 

Supplier   Description   Cheque  Amount 

         Number 

Mrs L S Goldsmith  (Salary- October)  1901  £ 376.60 

 Mrs L S Goldsmith  (Expenses October)  1902  £ 114.84 

HMRC    (Clerk’s Tax)   1903  £ 251.60                   

 Fields in Trust   (Annual Subscription)  1904  £   50.00   

 Wellers Law Group LLP (Search fee)   1905  £ 300.00 

 Addington Village Hall  (Donation)   1906  £2,000.00 

 Total          £ 3093.04 
 

Transfer from Business Reserve Account to Current Account - £3,100.00 

 

The Chairman proposed that the cheques listed above be signed.  Agreed. 

 

109/17] PLANNING  

a)Applications:   
1] TM/17/02806/FL – 6 The Links, Addington, ME19 5RX 

Demolition of existing rear conservatory and erection of single storey rear extension.  Approved 

 

b) Decisions:   None to consider. 

 

c) Other Matters 

1] Big Motoring World, London Road/Bonheure, Addington – The Clerk has reported to Enforcement 

that cars to be sold are being parked in the grounds of Bonheure in addition to staff parking there. 

Enforcement has visited the site and have advised that at the time of the visit no development was taking 

place on site; a digger was noted as being present but it appeared that only some top soil had been 

removed 

2] TM/15/0401/WORKM – Humphries and Parks Ltd. London Road, Addington, ME19 5AN – alleged 

unauthorised lights.  Nothing additional to report.  The planning proposal has not yet been determined. 

3] Jet Garage – portaloos and new outbuilding for car wash – All enforcement action will cease while the 

planning proposal TM/17/02402/FL is being considered. 

4] 17/00156/USEH – 1 Plowenders Close, Addington – regarding alleged unauthorised residential 

caravan – Enforcement to investigate. 

5] 17/00312/WORKH – The Seekers Trust, Addington – regarding alleged new building in the grounds.  

Enforcement has advised that following an inspection of the premises and of council records, it is 

apparent that there may have been a breach of planning control at the site. This matter is the subject of 

further investigation and an enforcement file has been opened and allocated to an officer.  

 

110/17] HIGHWAYS:  

a) Highways Outstanding:- (as at 2 November 2017) 

1] CSM 12837921.  Bollard and standing light on centre-island as turning left out of 

Trottiscliffe Road on to the A20 has now been repaired. 

2] Enquiry 284515 – the Clerk has reported the damaged sign outside Gable Cottage, London 

Road but it is still lying on the ground.  The Clerk will find out when T&MBC plan to 

reinstate the sign. 

3] Enquiry 304102 - Footpath on the east side of Trottiscliffe Road down from The Angel is 

very uneven – The Clerk has reported and  KCC has advised that although the footway does 

have some minor erosion and may not be considered aesthetically pleasing, the structural 

integrity would be considered acceptable.  

4] Enquiry 304103 - Footpath near to the bus stop in Trottiscliffe Road on the west side is 

damaged.  It appears to have roots growing up through it which seem to be coming from 

adjacent thorny hedge. The Clerk has reported and works are due to take place. 
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5] Squirrels Keep, Trottiscliffe Road – footpath damaged. KCC has advised that the 

significant deterioration of the footway is due to the ongoing property development works 

being undertaken. This property has previously applied for a vehicle crossover extension and 

as part of these crossover works, the footway surface immediately outside the property will 

be resurfaced. 

6] Enquiry 309723, London Road - Village sign – The Highways Steward has advised that 

the sign is to be mounted at a slightly increased height to alleviate any sight line problems for 

the adjacent property. The works should be completed within 28 working days. 

 

b) New requiring attention 

1] Car parked for sale on London Road just as you enter Ryarsh – the Clerk to advise the Clerk 

at Ryarsh. 

2] Clearway – employees at Big Motoring World parking in this road again.  The Clerk to let 

BMW know. 

3] Addington Village Sign – Clerk to ask County Councillor Sarah Hohler to fund the £600.00 

cost to tarmac the area under the sign on the right hand side of Trottiscliffe Road as you enter the 

village from the direction of Trottiscliffe. 

4] Woodgate Road – The Clerk to request that the speed limit is reduced to at least 40mph, 

ideally 30pmh on this road. 

5] Lorries from the quarry – The Clerk to remind Ferns Group that lorries visiting the quarry are 

not meant to drive through Addington village. 

 

2] Other matters:   

1] Speeding traffic on the A20 – Members noted that the speed survey commenced on the 13 

October 2017 and lasted one week. 

2] Fly-tipping – Members were very concerned about the length of time, nearly 3 weeks, it 

took for T&MBC to response to fly-tipping incidents in St. Vincents Lane and Park Road.  

Members feel that the fact it was reported that asbestos may be present in some of the dumped 

waste should have meant that is was removed quickly.  The Clerk was asked to write to Julie 

Beilby, the Chief Executive at T&MBC, about the time it has taken for the fly-tipping to be 

removed which continued to grow the longer it was left.  The Clerk was also asked to highlight 

that the online reporting system is ineffective.  It is suggested that updates on the progress with 

removing the reported fly-tipping will be given and yet neither the Clerk nor other members of 

the public that reported these incidents were given any information. 

3] Highways Seminar – Mrs Adams attended the seminar held on the 23 October 2017.  Mrs. 

Adams reported that KCC are looking to reduce the bus service and are encouraging villages to 

sort out their own transportation for such things as hospital appointments and visits etc.  KCC 

has been busy filling all of the potholes over the summer and announced that 74,000 of the 

118,000 streetlights are now LEDs which can be dimmed or turned off at various points.  The 

budget for Kent Highways has been reduced from £41 million to £29 million and they are 

looking at further ways to save money.  It was reported that 87% of all foreign vehicles on 

British roads travel through Kent which has a huge impact on the infrastructure. 

111/17] REPORTS OF MEETINGS:    

Village Hall – No report.                                                                                                              

b)  Recreation Ground Committee – No report.                                                                                                    

c) Parish Partnership Panel – The next meeting is due to be held on the 16 November 
2017 

d) Standards Committee meeting – There has been no meeting. 

e) KALC Area Committee – The minutes of the meeting held on the 12 October  2017 
are to be circulated. 
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112/17] OPEN SPACES:  

1] To discuss a request to erect a nativity scene on Addington Green - It was resolved that the 

Parish Council will give permission for St Margaret's Addington to erect a nativity scene on the 

village green for the month of December 2017 subject to the following conditions: 

a) St Margaret's Church provides a letter stating that they take full responsibility for the erection 

of the nativity scene; 

b) A copy of the Church's Public Liability Insurance is provided demonstrating that this insurance 

will provide cover. 

 

113/17] CORRESPONDENCE: 

a) For information:-  

1] Area 2 Planning Committee – 8 November 2017 

2] Joint Transportation Board – 27 November 2017 

3] Parish Partnership Panel – 16 November 2017 

4] Standards Committee – 15 January 2018 

5] KALC Area Committee Meeting – 4 January 2018 

 

b) On circulation: - 

1] Agenda for Area 2 Planning Committee – 8 November 2017 

2] Downs Mail – October 2017 

3] KALC – Annual Report 2016/17 

4] KALC – Strategic Plan 2015-2025 

5] KALC Tonbridge & Malling Committee – Minutes of meeting held on 12 October 2017 

6] KALC – Notice of 70th AGM – Saturday 18 November 2017 

7] Clerks & Councils Direct – November 2017 

8] The Parish News – October 2017 

 

c) New requiring attention:   

1] 2018 Boundary Review of Parliamentary Constituencies – Noted. 

2] Informal consultation on potential new parking restrictions for Addington – Noted. 

3] KCC - Budget Consultation 2018 - Draft Budget Strategy 2018/19 Consultation – The Clerk 

will place details about the consultation in The Pilgrims and Members will respond individually. 

 

114/17] ANY OTHER BUSINESS:  

 1] Large container has been parked outside Ad-Pines on the A20 

2] Christmas Drinks and Nibbles – the Clerk to send out invitations and will let Members know what 

they can contribute, 

  

115/17] ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING:   

 Nothing additional. 

 

116/17] DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING:    
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 6 December 2017 at 8pm in the 

Pavilion 

 

117/17] ANY CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS:  There were none. 

 

 

The meeting was closed at 21:49hrs 

 

 

 

 

Signed  …………………………………………………..Chairman  Date  ………………………… 


