
 

 

 

 

 

 

ADDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on the 13 May 2015 at 20:00hrs  

in the Pavilion, Park Road. 

 
Present:  Cllr. Mr. S. MacDonald-Gay- Chairman Cllrs. Mrs. M-F. Bailey, Mrs. A. Holmes,  

  Mrs. P. Garrett and Mr. P. Robinson  

  2 members of public 

 

17/15] APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:   
County Councillor Sarah Hohler. 

 

18/15] DECLARATIONS: 

a) Cllrs. S. MacDonald-Gay, Mrs. M-F. Bailey, Mrs. A. Holmes, Mrs. P. Garrett and Mr P. Robinson 

signed the written undertaking forms. 

b) Register of Members’ Disclosable Pecuniary Interests – it was noted that each Member had reviewed 

their registered interests and had no changes to make. 

 

19/15] ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN: 

It was proposed by Cllr. P. Garrett and seconded by Cllr. M-F Bailey that Cllr. S. MacDonald-Gay be 

elected as chairman for the following year.  Agreed.   

 

20/15] ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN: 

It was proposed by Cllr. M-F Bailey and seconded by Cllr. MacDonald-Gay that Cllr. A. Holmes be 

elected as vice-chairman.  Agreed.   

 

21/15]  ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES: 

 a) Village Hall – Cllr. P. Robinson       

b) Recreation Ground Committee – Cllr. P. Robinson  

 c) Tonbridge & Malling Parish Partnership – Cllr. M-F Bailey 

 d) KALC – The Clerk will try and attend some meetings  

 e) Publicity for The Pilgrim – the Clerk  

f) Standards Committee – Cllr. P. Garrett    

g) Platt School Governor – Mr Fissenden 

 h) Consultation Documents: 1) Open Spaces; 2) Local Development Framework;  

3) Kent Structure Plan; 4) Rural Housing; 5) Leisure; 6) Kent Minerals. – Cllr P. Robinson with 

the support of Cllr. Macdonald-Gay. 

 

 The Chairman proposed that the above be elected.  Agreed. 

 

22/15] APPOINT A FINANCIAL OFFICER & INTERNAL AUDITOR: 

It was proposed by the Chairman that the Clerk be appointed as the Responsible Finance Officer and Mr 

W. Wilson be appointed as the internal auditor.  Agreed. 

 

23/15] DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: 

Cllr. Garrett disclosed a pecuniary interest in item 30/15 (c) (1).  Cllr. Bailey disclosed a pecuniary 

interest in item 30/15 (c) (2).  Cllr. Robinson disclosed a pecuniary interest in item 28/15 (b) (7). 

 

24/15] MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING:   
After the addition of the wording ‘there has been no meeting’ to the end of the sentence of item 10/15 (a) 

it was proposed that the Chairman sign the minutes of the meeting held on the 1 April 2015 as a correct 

record.  Agreed. 
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25/15] CO-OPTION  

Members noted that Mrs. Grey had failed to submit her application to be a Parish Councillor in 

time for the elections.  Mrs. Grey had contacted the Clerk and stated that she would very much 

like to be co-opted back on to the Council. Members resolved to co-opt Mrs. Grey on to the 

Council at the next meeting.  This will leave one vacancy on the Parish Council.  Members noted 

that a resident in Clearway may be interested in being co-opted.  If this does not materialise the 

Clerk will advertise the position in The Pilgrims and on the noticeboards. 

 

26/15]  REPORTS: 

a) County Councillor – there was no report. 

b) Borough Councillor – there was no report 

c) PCSO Laura Bullen – there was no report although it was noted that there had been an attempted 

break-in to an outbuilding in Park Road. 

 

The Chairman proposed and it was agreed to move item 29/15 to before item 27/15. 

 

29/15] MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:     

A member of public explained the works required to the trackway around Addington Green, which is 

owned by the Parish Council, to connect a gas supply to  plot 1 Addington Green. 

 

27/15] MATTERS ARISING:   
1] Monthly check of the defibrillator and any other update  

The Clerk advised Members that both defibrillators had been checked this month and an update provided 

on WebNos.  Members noted that the Clerk had been unable to open the door using the security key pad 

on a recent check of the defibrillator at the Jet Garage.  The electrician had visited and the key pad seems 

to be working normally again. 

 

2] Seven Mile Lane 

KCC has reported that the Stage 3 Safety Audit has now been undertaken.  As expected, it identified that 

the missing signage needs to be installed and that the defective kerb needs to be replaced.  Although KCC 

had advised the Clerk that these works would be completed by the end of April, Members pointed out that 

neither issue has been satisfactorily completed.  The Clerk had asked KCC if they were planning to install 

more road markings as some drivers seem to get confused about which lane to approach the roundabout.  

KCC has advised that the Safety Audit did not raise this as an issue but that they will monitor the 

situation.  Members remain disappointed with the time it is taking to complete the scheme and asked the 

Clerk to advise KCC that there is a redundant post on the western side of the roundabout. 

3]Speedwatch                                                                                                                                           

Members remain concerned about the lack of volunteers but also can see the benefits of operating a 

speedwatch scheme.  After a lengthy discussion Members resolved to take up the offer from Mereworth 

Council to purchase their quarter share of speedwatch equipment held at the offices of Hadlow Parish 

Council, (3 in favour, 1 against, 1 abstained). 

4] Play equipment at the recreation ground 

Cllr. Robinson explained that the Recreation Ground Committee are considering how to raise the £25,000 

- £30,000 required for the new play equipment but that it seems sources of funding are limited.  The plans 

are now available on the website.  Cllr. Robinson will make arrangements for RoSPA to come and inspect 

the current facilities. 

 

5] Review of the Parish Plan 

Members considered the draft questionnaire which the Clerk had prepared to be used to collect 

information to update the current Parish Plan. It was resolved that Cllrs. Garrett, Holmes and 

MacDonald-Gay would meet to refine the wording and content of the questionnaire.  Hopefully the final 

version can be brought to the next meeting for approval and then distributed. 
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6] Request for the running of new services through the right of way around the Village Green  

Members considered a request for the Parish Council to give consent for the laying of a 63mm diameter 

pipe for the purposes of providing a supply of gas to plot 1 Addington Green.  The accompanying plan 

illustrates that only a small part of the trackway would need to be dug up and it is anticipated that the 

work would be completed within a day. The Clerk had consulted the RGA who advised that they had no 

objection to the proposed works. The Clerk had also consulted the Parish Council’s legal advisers, 

Hedleys, who had suggested that a letter with the following wording is sent with the signed consent form.  

In view of the small amount of disruption that will be caused Addington Parish Council will agree to 

grant the consent required by Centrica.  The Parish Council is entitled to charge for this consent, but has 

agreed to waive it in the circumstances of this case and on the undertaking that the surface will be 

restored.  The Council reserves the right to charge for any other consent that is required and would make 

it clear that in all cases consent must be obtained before work is commenced.  This consent does not 

constitute a recognition that any property built will have a right of way over the access road.  Members 

resolved that the Clerk could sign the consent form which, witnessed by Cllr. MacDonald-Gay, and to 

send an accompanying letter to include the wording suggested above by Hedleys. 

One member of public left the meeting 

 

7] Emergency Plan 

Members noted that the Clerk had submitted the draft plan to the Emergency Services Department at 

KCC for comment. 

 

8] Kent Men of Trees – Trees in the Village Competition 2015 

Members resolved to enter the completion again this year for an administration fee of £10.00 

 

28/15] FINANCE 
a) A statement as at 13 May 2015 was circulated: 

 Business Reserve Account £ 26,054.24 

 Current Account  £ 11,376.71 

 Consuls Account  £      100.00  

 National Savings Account:   £ 24,532.24 

 Cheque 1719 £72.00 not cashed yet  

 

Receipts   
 T&MBC 1st half of Precept       £9, 297.34 

T&MBC 1st half of Council Tax Reduction Support Grant  £    298.00 

T&MBC S136 1st half year      £ 1,638.00 

 

b) Other matters:  

1] Internal Audit - October 2014 to 31 March 2015 report found that the books of account had been 

properly kept throughout this period.  All income noted had been received accordingly and all 

expenditure had the appropriate documentation.  Cllr. MacDonald-Gay thanked the Clerk for all her hard 

work in keeping the accounts in order. 

2] Annual Audit 2014/145– Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2015 – Section 1 signed by the 

Chairman and the Responsible Finance Officer (Clerk).  Section 2 – Annual Governance Statement 

completed and signed by the Clerk and the Chairman.  Section 4 – Annual Internal Audit Report 

completed and signed by the Internal Auditor.  The bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2015 was 

approved.   

3] Insurance Renewal - It was proposed and agreed that the Parish Council enter a further 3 year long 

term agreement and renew the annual insurance due to commence on 1 June 2015 with Came & Company 

for £422.67. 

4] KALC Subscription- the annual subscription of £318.74 was agreed. 

5] SLCC Subscription- the annual subscription of £103.00 was agreed. 

6] S136 Payments – Members resolved to make the first half payment of the amount allocated from 

Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council under the scheme of financial arrangements for 2015/16 (S136) to 

Addington Recreation Ground, Addington Village Hall and St. Margaret’s Parochial Church Committee. 
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Cllr. Robinson disclosed a pecuniary interest and abstained from voting 

7] Donation to Addington Recreation Ground Committee – Members resolved to make a donation of 

£500.00 to Addington Recreation Ground Committee towards the purchase of an overhead projector. 

 

c) Cheques for signature: 

 

Mrs L S Goldsmith  (Salary- April)   1720  £ 476.92 

HMRC    (Clerk’s Tax)   1721  £ 119.18 

 Mrs L S Goldsmith  (Expenses)   1722  £ 129.25 

 KALC    (Annual Subs)   1723  £  318.74 

 Mr. W. Wilson   (Internal Audit fee)  1724  £  100.00 

 SLCC    (Subscription)   1725  £  103.00 

 Mereworth Parish Council (Speedwatch equipment) 1726  £  359.00 

 Addington Village Hall  (S136 1st half year)  1727  £  588.75 

 Addington Rec. Ground  (S136 1st half year)  1729  £  588.75 

 Twig Trading Ltd  (Grass maintenance)  1730  £  322.09 

 Kent Men of Trees  (Competition subs)  1731  £    10.00 

 Broker Network Ltd  (Annual Insurance)  1732  £  422.67 

 Addington Rec. Ground  (Donation to projector)  1733  £  500.00 

Addington Parochial CC (S136 1st half year)  1734  £  460.50 

Total          £ 4,498.85 

 

Transfer from Current Account to Reserve Account: £6,700.00 

The Chairman proposed that the cheques listed above be signed.  Agreed. 

 

 

28/14] PLANNING: 
a) Applications:  

1] TM/15/01348/NMA – White Owl Barn, London Road, Addington, ME19 5DD 

Non material amendment: Change of position of door and window and to alter roof of planning 

permission TM/14/01290/FL Resolved: No objections 

2] TM/15/00530/OA – Regents Court, London Road, Addington, ME19 5PL 

Outline application: Erection of new workshop building to serve existing engineering business. 

Resolved: Object.  Over-intensification of the site. 

3] TM/15/01044/FL – Kingfishers, Mill House Lane, Addington, ME19 5BA 

Part single storey and part two storey rear extension.  Resolved: No objections 

4] TM/15/00826/FL – Land adjoining Park View, London Road, Addington 

Erection of detached three bedroom chalet style dwelling.   

Resolved: No objections (4 in favour, 1 against). 

5] TM/15/01335/DEN - Franklin East Street Addington, ME19 5DF 

Prior Notification of Demolition of the detached dwelling of Franklin, including associated outbuildings 

and hardstanding.  Resolved:  To request that a decision regarding the demolition of the dwelling and 

outbuildings is postponed until more information is available on the future proposals for the site and the 

impact on the residential amenities. 

6] KCC/TM/0378/2014 – Wrotham Quarry, Addington, ME19 5DL 

Extension to existing quarry to extract silica sand, construction sand and to infill the void with inert waste 

on land to the north of Addington Lane. 

Members considered the supplementary information submitted by the applicant and noted that a site visit 

with Members from KCC Planning Committee took place on the 13 May 2015. 

Resolved: No objections. 

 

b) Decisions: 

There were none to report. 
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c) Other Matters: 

21:46hrs Cllr. Garrett disclosed a pecuniary interest and left the meeting.   

1) Big Motoring World, London Road, Addington  

Planning Enforcement is looking to enforce a Breach of Condition Notice against the landscaping on the 

site and will be also serving an Enforcement Notice regarding the lighting.  The Clerk was asked to write 

to Planning Enforcement again and express the Parish Council’s disappointment with the time it is taking 

for any formal action to be taken. 

21:48hrs Cllr. Garrett returned to the meeting.  Cllr. Bailey disclosed a pecuniary interest and left the 

room 

2]13/00038/WORKM - Winsor car breakers, London Road, Addington – regarding alleged unauthorised 

engineering works. A full response has still not been received from enforcement however enforcement 

will not be taking any action until the planning proposals submitted have been determined.  Members 

noted that the planning proposals would be considered by Area 2 Planning Committee on the 27 May 

2015.  Members resolved not to speak at this meeting.  The Clerk reported that Environmental Health at 

T&MBC have received complaints from local residents concerning the early morning activities from 

Downwell Demolition at Winsor Works.  As a consequence, monitoring has been carried out to assess 

whether noise from activities there created what is termed a Statutory Nuisance under the Environmental 

Protection Act 1990.   As a result of the monitoring, T&MBC was satisfied that Statutory Nuisance was 

likely and so served formal notice upon Downwell Demolition requiring the abatement of the nuisance.  

Since serving the notice, T&MBC have met with Downwell Demolition at their site and they have 

subsequently advised them that they have lodged an appeal with the Magistrate's Court.  This is 

something that they are entitled to do within the terms of the legislation.  Having appealed, the notice is 

suspended pending a hearing at the Magistrate's Court to determine the validity of the notice.   

21:52 hrs Cllr. Bailey returned to the meeting 

3] Pre-fabs at East Street North – Planning Enforcement is continuing to prosecute the owner for failing 

to comply with the Breach of Conditions Notice.  A further Enforcement Notice against the use of the site 

has been served but an appeal by the owner has been lodged. 

4] TM/15/00048/USEM – Stubblesdown, London Road,  Addington – Members noted that a Planning 

Enforcement is monitoring an allegation of unauthorised car sales. Members were surprised to hear that at 

this stage they have no evidence of a material change of use.  It was resolved that the Clerk should write 

to Planning Enforcement and dispute this claim stating that local knowledge and recent observations 

would suggest that there is a material change of use.  The Clerk was also asked to find out how many car 

sales a week at a private property is deemed acceptable. 

21:59hrs In accordance with the Standing Orders the Chairman proposed and it was resolved to continue 

with the meeting 

5] TM/15/00065/TPOM - Tree felling on the north side of St. Vincents Lane – Planning Enforcement 

have inspected the premises and can see no evidence of any trees being felled.  Planning Enforcement 

have contacted the owner and are waiting for a response.  The Clerk was asked to write and challenge the 

comment that no trees have been felled 

6] Steel framed building on the site of Scarbutts – Members noted that Planning Enforcement have 

confirmed that there is no building on the Scarbutts site.  The T&MBC planning portal has incorrectly 

given the address of Scarbutts as the site address for planning application TM/90/11700/FULL for a steel 

frame building, TM/90/11700/FULL.  Members noted that the address on the portal has now been 

corrected.  The Clerk will advise the owner of the Scarbutts site of the situation.  The Clerk was asked to 

report that a company called GP Removals seems to be operating from the Scarbutts site and to check that 

this operation falls within the planning permission for the site. 

7] Shaw Hill House – The Clerk was asked to report that a minibus has been parked next to the caravan 

on the site and seems to being used as living accommodation. 

 

31/15] HIGHWAYS:  

a) Outstanding:- (as at 13 May 2015) 

1] A sign on the A20 near the layby at the junction with Trottiscliffe Road needs replacing.  

KCC had advised the Clerk that the sign had been replaced but a replacement sign has not 

been installed.  The Clerk was asked to report this missing sign again. 
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2] A parking sign which used to be near to the layby on the western side of Stubblesdown on 

the south side of the A20 needs to be reinstated – The request has been passed to T&MBC to 

assess. 

3] Request for a street sign giving directions to the village hall on the west side of Park Road.  

The Clerk advised that the sign is ready to be installed.  The Clerk will meet with the owner of 

Rosa Alba to agree an exact location for it to be installed. 

4] Missing ‘Addington’ sign on one of the gateways in Trottiscliffe Road – the Clerk advised 

that the replacement sign has been installed. 

5] New golf club sign on the A20 – the Highways Steward will contact the owner. 

6] New sign outside Kent Machinery – has been removed. 

7] St Vincents Lane and Park Road – KCC have written to the residents on these roads asking 

them to cut back the hedges which are encroaching on the road.  

8] Woodgate Road – possible problem with drains in the area near to The Paddocks where the 

road keeps flooding – KCC have done some preliminary investigations. 

9] Trottiscliffe – it was noted that Trottiscliffe Parish Council are employing a local person to 

keep some of the pavements clear of vegetation. 

 

New requiring attention 

1] Road signs – the Clerk was asked to report that several of the road signs in the village are 

obscured by vegetation. 

2] Speed sign at the junction of Trottiscliffe Road and the A20 – the Clerk was asked to report 

that the sign needs to be recalibrated and to report again that the red flashing lights at the top and 

bottom of the sign are quite noticeably different.   

 

c)  Other matters:   

1] Highways Drainage Cleansing Programme 2015/16 – Members discussed the programme and 

asked the Clerk to report that East Street and East Street North have been missed from the schedule 

and that there is a history of flooding on these roads. 

 

32/15] REPORTS OF MEETINGS:    

a) Village Hall – Cllr. Robinson reported the AGM was held last week. 

b) Recreation Ground – there has been no meeting. 

c) Parish Partnership Panel - there has been no meeting.   

d) Standards Committee meeting – there has been no meeting.   

 

33/15] OPEN SPACES:  

1] Posts on Addington green – the Clerk has been advised by the current grass cutting contractor 

that Oak posts should be considered rather than plastic one.  They have provided a quote of 

£1,247.50 to  a) remove all existing softwood posts by mechanical mean, b) replace four posts 

(immediately opposite public house) with ground anchored large timber rounds. c) replace 

remaining posts (16 in number) with 1500mm x 125mm x 125mm oak posts finished with a four 

way flat top.  They have suggested driving the posts into the ground, (no concreting), to a depth 

of 750mm.  In their opinion Oak posts are long lasting and in keeping with the scenic beauty of 

the village green.  They would be prepared to replace any post that rots within the first 10 years.  

Members were pleased with this suggestion and asked the Clerk to find out how much it would 

cost to do half of the posts this financial year and half of them next financial year.                          

2] Maintenance programme for the oak tree on Addington green – Members agreed that a new 

maintenance programme is required for the old oak tree on Addington green.  The Clerk was 

asked to seek the advice of Liz Guthrie at T&MBC and to obtain some quotes.                             

3] Moles on Addington green – The Clerk was asked to write and thank local resident Judy 

Grimes for all her hard work in assisting to keep the village green free of moles.   
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34/15] CORRESPONDENCE: 

a) For information:-  

1] Area 2 Planning Committee – 27 May 2015 

2] Joint Transportation Board – 15 June 2015 

3] Parish Partnership Panel – 18 June 2015 

4] Standards Committee  

 

 b) On circulation: - 

 1] Parish News May 2015 

2] Clerk & Councils Direct May 2015 

3] Downs Mail – April 2015 

4] KCC Inside Track – Issue 225 

5] Area 2 Planning Committee – Agenda for meeting held on the 15 April 2015 

6] Fields in Trust – Spring edition  

7] Came & Company – Council Matters, Spring 2015 

8] SLCC The Clerk Magasine – May 2015 

9] Letter from Chairman of NALC to all Councillors 

 

 c) New requiring attention:- 

1] NALC Star Councils 2015 – At the last meeting Members had discussed nominating the Clerk 

for the Clerk of the Year Award but noted that although the Clerk was very grateful to be 

considered that she would prefer not be nominated.   

2] Weald Grammar School – change of priority given to catchment areas.  A discussion about this 

topic was deferred to the next meeting.   

3] KALC Councillors Conference 24 July 2015 – Members noted the date. 

4] NALC’s direction of travel – Members noted NALC’s topic note on projects they are looking to 

take forward.   

5] Try Angles Awards 2015 – Members agreed to bring any possible names for nomination to the 

next meeting. 

6] DCLG Consultation on Local Government Ombudsman and Larger Parish Councils – Members 

agreed to bring any comments to the next meeting. 

7] Draft Economic Regeneration Strategy for Tonbridge and Malling – Members noted the 

document.  Cllr. Robinson agreed to respond with any comments. 

 

 22:22hrs one member of public left the meeting. 

35/14] ANY OTHER BUSINESS:   

1] Members noted that PROW have installed a new sign indicating the footpath towards the 

quarry. 

2] The number of boot fairs for the year to date was noted. 

 

36/15] ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING:  

 Nothing additional to the above. 

 

37/15] DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING:    
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on the 3 June 2015 at 20:00hrs in the pavilion. 

 

38/15] ANY CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

 There were none. 

 

The meeting was closed at 22:25hrs 

 

 

 

Signed  …………………………………………………..Chairman  Date  ………………………… 

 


