
 

 

 

 

 

ADDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 4 March 2015 at 20:00hrs  

in the Pavilion, Park Road. 

 
  Present:  Cllr. Mr. S. MacDonald-Gay- Chairman Cllrs. Mrs. M-F Bailey, Mrs. P. Garrett,    

Mrs. J. Grey, Mrs. A. Holmes and Mr. P. Robinson 

    County Councillor Sarah Hohler (arrived 20:08) 

    Borough Councillor Matthew Balfour 

    3 members of public and PCSO Laura Bullen (arrived 20:09) 

 

167/14] APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:   
Borough Councillor Mrs. Ann Kemp and Councillor Mrs. M. Castle. 

 

168/14] DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: 

Cllr. Garrett disclosed a pecuniary interest in item 174/14 (c) (1) and Cllr. Bailey disclosed a pecuniary 

interest in item 174/14 (c) (2). 

 

169/14] MINUTES OF THE LAST PARISH COUNCIL MEETING:   
It was proposed that the Chairman sign the minutes of the meeting held on the 4 February 2015 as a 

correct record.  Agreed. 

 

170/14]  REPORTS: 

a) County Councillor – County Councillor Sarah Hohler reported that the consultation regarding the 

possible closure of Stansted CEP School closes on the 6 March 2015.  A consultation on how KCC can 

manage the library service more efficiently has started and closes on .the 8 April 2015.  County 

Councillor Sarah Hohler had been in Durham for the last couple of days attending a conference on the 

commissioning of cultural services and using funds to bring programmes into schools. 

b) Borough Councillor – Borough Councillor Matthew Balfour reported that he is now Cabinet Member 

for The Environment and Transport at KCC.  KCC has set the budget for 2015/16 and has agreed to 

increase council tax by 1.99%, which is the level that would not require a referendum.  Despite this 

services are still stretched.  Cllr. Bailey asked a question about how planning at T&MBC decide on the 

number and size of units for a new development.  Borough Councillor Matthew Balfour explained that 

under the remit of the NPPF a number of factors are taken into account including the footprint of previous 

dwellings and the appropriateness of the location.  Borough Councillor Matthew Balfour also stated that 

there is a need for more housing and that parishes should decide and put forward ideas to T&MBC about 

the number and type of dwellings the village needs. 

20:17 County Councillor Sarah Hohler and Borough Councillor Matthew Balfour left the meeting 

c) PCSO Laura Bullen - PCSO Laura Bullen reported that on the 8 February, garden equipment was 

stolen from a garden in Trottiscliffe Road.  On the 25 February copper was stolen from a location near to 

West Malling Golf Club.  On the 27 February the greenkeepers compound at West Malling Golf Club 

was broken into and a number of items were taken. Kent Police are following up on reports of a 

suspicious looking vehicle identified as being in the area at the time of the break-in.  Members discussed 

the disappointing news that Kent Police have been unable to identify a culprit following the attempted 

break-in to the workshop on the recreation ground in the evening of the 24 January.  PCSO Laura Bullen 

agreed to find out if her shift pattern could be changed so that she could hold another PCSO Surgery on a 

Saturday to coincide with the freighter service at Ad-Pine. 

20:30 PCSO Laura Bullen left the meeting  

 

171/14] MATTERS ARISING:   
1] Monthly check of the defibrillator and any other update  

The Clerk advised Members that both defibrillators had been checked this month.  The Clerk was asked 

to request that the owners of the car wash at the Jet Garage do not let cars block the entrance to the BT 

Box which contains the defibrillator.   
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2] Seven Mile Lane 

KCC has advised the Clerk that they are waiting on the delivery of the new lighting columns which 

hopefully will be erected within the next week.  KCC is aware that a kerb has been worked loose on the 

overrun blockwork area. The fault report has been passed to the contractor to rectify.  KCC has reassured 

the Clerk that they are pressing for all outstanding work to be completed so that the Safety Audit can be 

carried out. 

3] Speedwatch - The Clerk had contacted a number of parishes to see if anyone would be willing to share 

their equipment and/or consider a joint purchase.  The Clerk reported that Mereworth Parish Council 

would be willing to sell the rights to using equipment held by Hadlow Parish Council for one week a 

month for the sum of £359.  Members remain concerned that the running of the scheme falls entirely to 

the Clerk and that there are so few volunteers to help.  The Clerk was asked to place a further article in 

The Pilgrim asking for more local residents to volunteer and to be trained to help out with Speedwatch 

sessions.  The Clerk was asked to explain in the article that if more volunteers do not come forward it 

may not be viable to continue with the scheme.  A decision whether to take up the offer from Mereworth 

Council was therefore deferred to the next meeting. 

4] Play equipment at the recreation ground 

Cllr. Robinson explained that the quotes for providing and installing the new play equipment are in 

excess of £25,000.  Cllr. Robinson explained that the Recreation Ground Committee are looking at all 

avenues for funding.  Members suggested that the Committee place a flyer in The Pilgrims explaining to 

local residents that the recreation ground and play area is run by volunteers and relies entirely on grants 

and funding.   It was also suggested that the Clerk places a copy of the proposals for the play area on the 

website and explains the situation.  Cllr. Robinson will also make arrangements for RoSPA to come and 

inspect the current facilities.  

 

5] Review of the Parish Plan 

The Clerk had been asked to find out from T&MBC how the community could benefit from approved 

housing developments such as that proposed at Plowenders Close if a Neighbourhood Plan is not in place.  

T&MBC has advised the Clerk that they have not adopted the Community Infrastructure Levy so it would 

make no difference whether there was a Neighbourhood Plan in place or not. 

T&MBC has explained that for qualifying developments, developer contributions are still required as part 

of a Section 106 agreement negotiated between the Local Planning Authority and the applicant before 

planning permission is granted and depending on the nature of the proposal there may be a case for 

providing some local infrastructure.  Their recommendation is that the Parish Council should start any 

negotiations with the planning department in respect of any future proposals where a S106 may be 

required as early as possible.  . 

Regarding neighbourhood plans T&MBC is, in the first instance, encouraging Parishes to work with them 

in preparing the new Local Plan.  T&MBC has had similar enquiries from Parishes regarding 

Neighbourhood Plans but to date no one has begun the process, although it seems some are taking the 

opportunity to update their Parish Plans.  Members resolved that the Clerk should attempt to update the 

original questionnaire used for collating information for the current Parish Plan and report back at the 

next meeting.   

6] Request for the running of new services through the right of way around the Village Green  

Hedleys has advised the Clerk that if there are no existing services then this is a new application and the 

Council is not under any obligation to grant it. There will have to be a formal deed of easement in a 

similar form to that relating to the rights of way.  Before this can be contemplated full details of the 

proposals need to be produced and the effect on the rights granted to other parties considered.  Hedleys 

has advised that all the costs, including any surveyor’s costs, have to be met by the applicant.  No part of 

the costs should be paid by the Council.  The Clerk advised Members that Hedleys has requested further 

information about the proposal as well as details about the restoration of the surface of the right of way. 
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7] Annual Parish Meeting 

Members noted that the Annual Parish Meeting will be held on the 1 April 2015.  The Clerk will send out 

the invitations and collect the reports from the local organisations.  It was suggested and agreed that it 

would be helpful if a local resident who works for the ambulance service could do a demonstration on 

how to operate a defibrillator.  Cllr. MacDonald-Gay offered to find out if they would be available. 

 

8] Proposal to move the date of the Annual Parish Council Meeting  

Members resolved to move the Annual Parish Council meeting to the 13 May 2015 so that it will now 

take place after the elections. 

 

9] Emergency Plan 

Members offered and discussed some useful amendments to the draft plan circulated by the Clerk.  The 

Clerk was asked to place another article in The Pilgrims asking local residents to come forward and 

volunteer either their services or equipment which could be used in an emergency and added to the plan. 

 

172/14] FINANCE 

a) A statement as at  the 4 March  2015 was circulated: 

 Business Reserve Account £ 27,200.95 

 Current Account  £      439.62 

 Consuls Account  £      100.00  

 National Savings Account:   £ 24,532.24 

Receipts   There were none. 

 

b) Other matters:  

1) Asset Register – Members approved the asset register. 

2) Online banking – The Chairman, Vice-Chairman and the Clerk will check the accounts online 

and report back at the next meeting. 

c) Cheques for signature: 

 Mrs L S Goldsmith  (Salary- Dec)   1709  £ 551.70 

 HMRC    (Clerk’s Tax)   1710  £     7.80  

 Mrs L S Goldsmith  (Expenses)   1711  £   77.17 

 Viking    (Stationery)   1712  £   45.52 

 Total          £ 682.19 

Transfer from Business Reserve Account to Current Account: £300.00 

The Chairman proposed that cheques 1709 and 1710 be signed at the meeting and that cheques 

1711 and 1712 will be signed between meetings when the new cheque book has arrived.  Agreed. 

 

173/14] MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:     

Three members of public expressed their concern about the current activities taking place at 

Winsor Works, London Road and also those proposed in the planning application 

TM/14/01688/FL.  Concern was expressed about the inaccuracies of the description of the site 

and the business operations associated with it and the current and proposed use.  Further concern 

was expressed about the noise coming from the site, the condition of the current site and the 

proposed operation hours.  In addition the members of public did not feel that the proposed 

vehicle movements on the site would be similar to historic movements and that there would be an 

increase in the number of vehicles entering and exiting the site.  One member of public 

questioned the erection of a steel framed building on the site two years ago and asked if the 

Parish Council could establish if this was within granted permissions.   

 

174/14] PLANNING: 
a) Applications:  

Applications:   

1] TM/15/00106/FL – Meads, 25 Clearway, Addington, ME19 5BP 

Single storey front and side extensions, side facing dormers and rooflights and rear roof enlargement over 

flat roof extension to provide first floor accommodation with juliet balcony.  Resolved: No objections 
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21:38 Cllr. Bailey disclosed a pecuniary interested and left the room 

2] TM/14/01688/FL – Winsor Works, London Road, Addington, ME19 5AN 

Change of use of former breakers yard/scaffold contractor’s base to depot for demolition company with 

association demolition of existing industrial buildings & redevelop with new workshop & office 

buildings.  Installation of vehicle wash facility and associated parking facilities.  Additional Information 

to consider.  
Members resolved to now object to the above planning proposals following a consideration of comments 

from neighbouring properties, other consultees and local knowledge.  Concerns are as follows: 

 

1) The Parish Council would like to remind T&MBC that this is a retrospective application.  The 

Parish Council reported their concerns about the change of use of the site many months ago and 

an enforcement investigation was started.  Members are concerned about the inaccuracies in the 

description of the works carried out at the site.  Local knowledge informs us that there are at 

least two other companies associated with this site of which no mention is made in the 

application.  We would ask T&MBC to consider the validity of the statement made by the 

applicant that the current and planned activities are in line with the supposedly historic use of the 

site. 

2) Operation hours – we are concerned about the proposed hours of operation and the impact on 

the local residents and amenities.  The applicant claims that the extended hours of business are 

necessary for it to be viable.  We would like to highlight that this supports our view that the 

current operations are not appropriate for this site. There are local precedents for restricting 

hours of use for industrial operations in what is a rural residential location. 

3) Noise – The site has been occupied for over a year and local knowledge informs us that the 

operations now carried out on the site have created a significant increase in the amount of noise 

generated.  The increase in noise would not appear to only be connected to the trucks entering 

and leaving the site but from the demolition work carried out on site.  We feel that the new 

operations are harmful to the amenity enjoyment of neighbouring properties and would like to 

remind T&MBC that this site is in the Metropolitan Green Belt.  We were asked to give our 

opinions on the proposed acoustic fencing.  We do not feel that the proposed fencing alone will 

improve the situation. Similarly there is evidence of tree screening removal from the periphery of 

the site in recent years. 

4) Vehicle movements – we disagree with the statement that the vehicular movements on site would 

be similar to historic movements.   We would like to point out that the current operations on site 

now involve heavy engineering plants and equipment. 

5) Proposed workshop and office buildings – Although we feel that the proposed buildings could 

help improve the visual appearance of the site we remain of the opinion that the current use is not 

acceptable on this site.  In addition the proposed buildings have a greater mass than the existing 

which would seem to represent inappropriate development in the Green Belt. 

6) Access – we are concerned about the likely increase in the number of vehicles entering and 

leaving the site on to this busy stretch of the A20 where traffic is travelling at speed. The access/ 

egress onto the A-20 is restrictive for large vehicles with limited turning circles and causes 

carriageway blockage when manoeuvring and constitutes a risk to traffic flow. 

7) Flood Risk Assessment – We are concerned about the proximity of this site to a stream and the 

watercourse.  Although we have noted the recommendations of the Environment Agency for a 

substantial remediation strategy to deal with the risks of possible contamination of the site, we 

would question its validity. You should note that there has been a history of pollution and killing 

of fish stocks from industrial operations along this watercourse. 

 

In summary we would disagree with the statement that the current and planned operations do not have an 

unacceptable impact on residential or rural amenities and in particular on the risk of increased noise, 

light and other environmental pollution hazards. 

 

21:57 2 members of the public left the meeting.  Cllr. Bailey returned to the meeting 
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21:58 In accordance with the Standing Orders it was resolved to continue with the meeting beyond 

22:00hrs 

b) Decisions: 

1] TM/15/00007/FL – Poynings, 6 London Road, Addington, ME19 5BT 

New vehicle access to London Road.  Approved. 

2] TM/14/02777/FL – Shaw Hill House, Aldon Lane, Addington, ME19 5PJ 

Retrospective application:  Erection of single storey outbuilding and construction of vehicle crossing for 

domestic use. Approved. 

c) Other Matters: 

22:02 Cllr. Garrett disclosed a pecuniary interest and left the room 

1) Big Motoring World, London Road, Addington  

Planning Enforcement is looking to enforce a Breach of Condition Notice against the landscaping on the 

site and will be taking further enforcement action regarding the lighting. 

22:04 Cllr. Garrett returned to the meeting 

2] Pre-fabs at East Street North – Planning Enforcement is prosecuting the owner for failing to comply 

with the Breach of Conditions Notice.  A further Enforcement Notice against the use of the site has been 

served which will need to be complied with by July if no appeal is lodged. 

22:06 Cllr. Bailey disclosed a pecuniary interest and left the room 

3]13/00038/WORKM - Winsor car breakers, London Road, Addington – regarding alleged unauthorised 

engineering works. A full response has still not been received from enforcement however enforcement 

will not be taking any action until the planning proposals submitted have been determined.  The Clerk had 

contacted T&MBC and has asked them for an explanation as to why it has taken them so long to 

determine the planning application TM/14/01688/FL and on what grounds an extension to the statutory 

determination period had been granted.  T&MBC had explained that the application has been pending for 

some months but that this is not uncommon for more complex cases.  T&MBC can extend the statutory 

requirement to determine planning applications if the applicant agrees.  Additional information has now 

been submitted and the applicant has agreed that the period for determination can be extended. 

22:08:Cllr. Bailey returned to the meeting                                                                                                                                               

4] TM/13/03555/FL – Woodgate  Farm, Woodgate Road, Addington – demolition of 2 storage buildings 

and replacement with 1 B8 storage building split into 2 units with parking and drainage.  Members noted 

that an appeal in still in progress                                                                                                                    

5] TM/15/00048/USEM – Stubblesdown, London Road, Addington – Members noted that a new planning 

enforcement investigation has been started regarding alleged unauthorised car sales.  KCC have ordered a 

new village sign for this location.  It may take a couple of months for it to be installed.                                  

6] TM/15/00065/TPOM - Tree felling on the north side of St. Vincents Lane – Planning Enforcement 

have inspected the premises and council records and have stated that it is apparent that there may have 

been a breach of planning control at the site.  The matter is the subject of further investigation and an 

enforcement file has been opened.                                                                                                                 

7] Steel framed building on the site of Scarbutts – the Clerk was asked to find out if this building has the 

required planning permission.  

175/14] HIGHWAYS:  
a) Outstanding:- (as at 4 March 2015) 

1] A sign on the A20 near the layby at the junction with Trottiscliffe Road needs attention – the 

damaged sign has been removed, a replacement sign is expected soon. 

2] A parking sign which used to be near to the layby on the western side of Stubblesdown on the 

south side of the A20 needs to be reinstated – The request has been passed to T&MBC to assess. 

3] Request for a street sign giving directions to the village hall on the west side of Park Road.  

KCC has advised the Clerk they would be happy for a sign to be erected on the land of a property 

called Rose Alba in Park Road.  Members considered different wording and agreed that the sign 

should just read ‘village hall’.  Members noted that KCC will order the sign but that the installation 

would be down to the Parish Council.  The Clerk will meet with the owner of Rosa Alba once the 

sign has been delivered to agree an exact location. 
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4] Request for double white lines on Trottiscliffe Road – Members noted that KCC has advised 

that as no personal injury crashes have occurred in the last three years on this road the proposals 

are not deemed as safety critical and therefore cannot receive priority funding at present.  The 

Clerk was asked to advise the member of public, who made this suggestion, about this decision.  

5] Fridge dumped on the verge adjacent to the bus stop on the A20 near to the junction with     

Trottiscliffe Road – Members noted that this has now been removed. 

6] Missing ‘Addington’ sign on one of the gateways in Trottiscliffe Road – the Clerk advised 

Members that KCC has placed an order for a replacement sign but that this may take 8-10 weeks to 

arrive and be installed. 

7] Vegetation clearance at the St Vincents/A20 junction – Members noted that the golf club had 

carried out a significant amount of vegetation clearance at the junction of St Vincents and the A20 

which had improved the visibility.  Cllr. Robertson offered to pass on the thanks of the Parish 

Council to the owners.  Unfortunately this has exposed the poor condition of the historic ragstone 

wall. 

 

New requiring attention 

1] New golf club sign on the A20 – the Clerk was asked to report that the golf club have erected 

another sign on the A20. 

2] New sign outside Kent Machinery. 

 

b) Other matters:   

 1] Ongoing maintenance on the footbridge at East Street – PROW at KCC was not able to advise 

the Clerk whether the works to the footbridge have been completed and if the shrouding will be 

taken down or whether more works are planned.  The Clerk will continue to investigate. 

 

176/14 REPORTS OF MEETINGS:    

a) Village Hall – Cllr. Robertson reported that the committee is discussing jointly purchasing 

enhanced security and CCTV devices with the golf club.  Cllr. Robertson has written to the 

local MP for some support in lobbying so that local communities affected by works such as 

mineral extraction can gain access to some form of funding.  The committee has expressed 

their disappointment with the withdrawal of a potential grant funding source, the Aggregates 

Levy Sustainability Fund, and the restrictive limitations on gaining access to the Landfill 

Communities Fund. The committee would like the support of lobbying to gain some sort of 

resolution on the restrictions on access to community disturbance funds.     

b) Recreation Ground – there has been no meeting.  The committee are investigating all funding 

opportunities for a possible new play area. 

c) Parish Partnership Panel –  Cllr. Bailey gave the following report: 

1] Centenary Fields – a presentation was given on the Fields in Trust new joint initiative with 

the Royal British Legion for safeguarding open spaces for future generations with a 

significant link to World War 1. 

2] Changes to the Care Act 2014 – a frequently asked question and answer sheet was 

provided. 

3] Kent Police Service Update – Chief Inspector Gill Ellis gave an overview of the 

achievements made in the performance of the neighbourhood policing agenda.  There has 

been an overall reduction of 0.4% in victim based crime.  Details on how parishes can apply 

for the Police Property Fund were also discussed. 

4] Kent County Services Update – the KCC Community Engagement Manager reminded 

Members of the current consultation on the proposals to modernise the libraries and archive 

services. KCC is also looking at a proposal to convert the 120,000 street lights to LED.  The 

consultation on a proposal to close Stansted Church of England Primary School was also 

discussed. 

5] T&MBC Services Update – as part of the “Love Where you Live” initiative a National 

Spring Clean Day has been set for Saturday 21 March.  The Council Tax bills for 2015/16 are 

being prepared.  Long term empty properties, i.e. empty longer than 2 years, will now be 

charged Council Tax of 150%.   
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d) Standards Committee meeting – there has been no meeting. 

 

177/14] OPEN SPACES:  

1] Posts on the green – Members noted that the Clerk is still looking the feasibility of alternative materials 

for the posts and trying to obtain some quotes. 

 

178/14] CORRESPONDENCE: 

a) For information:-  

1] Area 2 Planning Committee – 4 March 2015 (Cancelled) 

2] Joint Transportation Board – 30 March 2015 

3] Parish Partnership Panel – 18 June 2015 

 

 b) On circulation: - 

 1] Kent Police & Crime Commissioner January/February Newsletter 

2] NALC note on proposed digital transparency fund 

3] Oast to Coast – Spring 2015 

4] ACRK – Annual Summary 2013-14 

5] KALC Guidance on the Annual Return procedure for 2014/15 

6] T&MBC – Local Plan Position Statement 

7] KALC Councillor Induction Workshops 

8] Parish Partnership Panel – minutes and papers from the meeting held on the 19 February  

 

c) New requiring attention:- 

1] Wrotham (Addington) Quarry, planning application KCC/TM/0378/2014 – Members noted that 

the application has not been determined and that a further round of consultation is expected. 

 

179/14] ANY OTHER BUSINESS:   

1] Members noted that Mrs. M. Castle has resigned from the Parish Council.  As there will be 

elections taking place in May the Parish Council do not need to co-opt anyone. 

2] Members noted that the temporary caravan in the grounds of Shaw Hill House now has a TV 

aerial installed and outside BBQ facilities. 

3] Cllr. Robertson explained that the West Kent Advice Together Partnership of various 

advice/support organisations is suggesting that future donations from the PC community support 

fund might be best directed to this grouping so that all the organisations get benefit and anyone 

seeking help is directed to the most appropriate Provider. 

 

180/14] ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING:  

 1] Cllr. Garrett gave her apologies for the next meeting. 

 

181/14] DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING:    
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on the 1 April 2015 in the Pavilion immediately following 

the Annual Parish Meeting at 19:30hrs  

 

182/14] ANY CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

 There were none. 

 

 

The meeting was closed at 22:33hrs 

 

 

 

Signed  …………………………………………………..Chairman  Date  ………………………… 

 

 


