
 

 

 

 

 

 

ADDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 5 March 2014 at 20:00hrs  

in the Pavilion, Park Road. 

 
Present:  Mr. S. MacDonald-Gay – Vice-Chairman Cllrs., Mrs. M-F. Bailey,                                

            Mrs. M. Castle, Mrs. A. Holmes, and Mr. P. Robinson and 10 members of public 

 

166/13 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:   
County Councillor Mrs. S. Hohler, Borough Councillors Ann Kemp and Matthew Balfour, Cllr. P. Garrett 

and PCSO Laura Bullen. 

 

167/13] DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: 

There was none. 

 

168/13 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING:   
It was proposed that the Chairman sign the minutes of the meeting held on the 5 February 2014 as a 

correct record.  Agreed. 

 

169/13 REPORTS: 

a) County Councillor – there was no report. 

b) Borough Councillor  - there was no report. 

c) PCSO Laura Bullen 

PCSO Laura Bullen could not attend the meeting but sent the following report.  There had been a theft of 

garden tools from a shed of a property in Trottiscliffe Road which could have taken place at the same 

times as the other series of shed breaks in Plowenders Close.  It was also noted that the PCSO surgery 

will now take place every week on a Tuesday from 12pm-1pm at the car park of Addington Village Hall. 

 

170/13 MATTERS ARISING:   
1] Resignation of Cllr. A. Newby – Members were disappointed to formally acknowledge the resignation 

of Mr. Allan Newby from the Parish Council for reasons of ill-health.  The Clerk will contact T&MBC to 

commence the process of the statutory advertising. 

2] A proposal to purchase a defibrillator for the village – Members noted that BT are processing the 

application for the Parish Council to adopt the BT Box by the Jet Garage and also the one in Trottiscliffe 

Road. 

3] Proposals for deregistration of the trackway round the village green 

The Parish Council has been notified by the Planning Inspectorate that it has made an Order on behalf of 

the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs to de-register the access track around the 

Village Green, and have East Street Field registered as a village green in its place, following the 

application sent in by the Parish Council in August 2013 and a formal inspection on 22 January 2014.       

This Order is being sent to Kent County Council to implement and the end of the period for any challenge 

to the Planning Inspectorate’s decision will be the middle of May 2014. Members agreed that they are 

very pleased with this decision and for the support given to the application by the residents and property 

owners around the village green. 

Members discussed the next steps.  Members resolved that the Parish Council still remains the owner of 

all the land (including the track) under Land Registry title number K979602.  The grassy area of land  

retains its protected designation of registered village green.  The Parish Council’s solicitors are able to 

prepare separate Deeds of Easement for each property from the information it holds as a result of the 

application made to the Planning Inspectorate.    There would be a cost to every property owner of £450 + 

VAT (£540).  The track would remain in the ownership of the Parish Council but vehicular and on foot 

access could be confirmed for each individual property.  As the main users of the track, the cost of 

maintenance and repairs falls to the property owners and the Parish Council will require reimbursement 
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for any improvements made to the track from the property owners.  It was resolved that the Clerk should 

send a letter to the representative of the RGA outlining these decisions and suggesting a date to have a 

meeting with them to discuss the way forward. 

On behalf of the Parish Council, Cllr. MacDonald-Gay thanked Cllr. Garrett and the Clerk for all their 

hard work during the deregistration process. 

4] Speedwatch scheme 

The Clerk reported that speedwatch had resumed. 

5] Seven Mile Lane. 

Members noted the arrangements for the planned works for improvements to the A20 London Road 

junction and Seven Mile Lane. The works will commence on Monday 24 March 2014 and are expected to 

last 14 weeks.  The right and left movements into Seven Mile Lane from the A20 will be prohibited; 

southbound traffic on Seven Mile Lane from its junction with the A20 London Road to its junction with 

Teston Road will also be prohibited. Cllr. Bailey reported that at the Parish Partnership Panel meeting, 

several Councillors had requested that Kent Police are present at the start of the roadworks to control the 

traffic.  It is understood that this will now be possible.  Details about the proposed roadworks and 

diversions are being widely advertised. 

6] Road safety improvements for Trottiscliffe Road  

Members noted that KCC have advised that details about the scheme has been agreed with the 

contractors.  A programme date for the site works will be given shortly. 

7] Emergency Plan  

Members remain keen to set-up a ‘Community Response Team’ of volunteers who would be willing to 

assist should an emergency occur.  In the event of an emergency, such as loss of power, a named co-

ordinator could check on a number of people in a road.  The first Emergency Planning meeting will be 

held on Thursday 10 April 2014 at 7.30pm at West Malling Golf Club.   The Clerk has placed posters 

about this event on the noticeboards and has placed articles in The Pilgrim. 

8] Community Wardens  

The Community Wardens had sent some further crime preventions advice. 

9] The Third Wrotham (Addington) Quarry Local Community Stakeholder Meeting 

There was no update. 

10] Diversion of Public Footpaths MR168/MR171  

Members noted that PROW is now processing the application.  Consultation on the proposals has begun 

and all comments should be submitted by Friday 14 March 2014.  Members are hopeful that there will be 

no objections to the proposed diversion of part of the MR168 and proposed extinguishment of the MR171 

at Addington.  T&MBC have advised that the total costs of the diversion should be in the region of 

£2,000-£2,500. These costs will be shared equally by the owner of a property adjacent to the recreation 

ground.  The owner has confirmed to PROW that he supports the proposed changes which affect his 

garden and has also confirmed that he will pay half of the fees incurred. 

11] Standing Orders  

Members resolved to defer changing the wording to the section on the Code of Conduct to the next 

meeting. 

 

171/13 FINANCE 
a) A statement as at 5 March 2014 was circulated: 

 Balances as at 13 February 2014: 

 Business Reserve Account £ 24,486.64 

 Current Account  £   4,597.31 

 Consuls Account  £      100.00  

 National Savings Account:   £ 24,349.62 

 

b) Other matters:  

1] Asset Register – it was noted that the insurers had added two defibrillators to the insurance 

schedule.  The policy has been amended and Members noted that the the insurers have waived the 

pro rata additional premium until the renewal date on the 1 June 2014.  Members approved the 

revised asset register subject to the Clerk changing the description of the benches on the 

recreation green to oak.   
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c) Cheques for signature: 

Supplier   Description   Cheque  Amount 

 Mrs L S Goldsmith  (Salary)    1628  £  520.35 

 HMRC    (Clerk’s Tax)   1629  £      9.80 

 Mrs L S Goldsmith  (Expenses)   1630  £    83.47 

 Kent Men of Trees   (Competition entry fee)  1631  £    10.00 

 Total          £  623.62 
 

Transfer from Reserve Account to Current Account: £650.00 

 

The Chairman proposed that the cheques listed above be signed.  Agreed. 

 

172/13 MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:     

One member of public who is associated with the company submitting the planning application 

TM/14/00234/FL for Blackmans read out a statement voicing his concerns about inconsistencies in how 

the Parish Council review planning applications.  He suggested that Members did not carry out enough 

research or provide evidence/data to back up claims made and that he would continue to observe all 

Members of the Parish Council and raise objections where, in his opinion, he felt Members were not 

meeting standards. A member of public queried why Members sometimes abstained to vote.  One 

member of public explained he had attended the meeting to monitor the situation at Blackmans.  Two 

members of public requested that Members review the position on the agenda for members of the public 

to speak.  A pot hole in Park road was reported and also that the metal fence at the new entrance to the 

Golf Club in Park Road is protruding into the road.    

 

173/13 PLANNING: 
a) Applications:  

1] TM/14/00275/FL – Southfields, St. Vincents Lane, Addington, ME19 5BW 

Extension to existing garage space to form a secure storage area.  Resolved: No objection.  

 

2] TM/14/00234/FL - Blackmans, Trottiscliffe Road, Addington, ME19 5AZ 

Erection of 3no. dwellings with the provision of associated new access and parking facilities.  

a) Members resolved to ratify a decision to change the previous response to this application to the 

following wording: 

Members of Addington Parish Council have amended the original response to this application 

and apologise for incorrectly suggesting this site is situated in the green belt. 

We object to the above proposals.  We have considered this revised application against the 

original objections and still believe this to be overdevelopment of the site which is within the 

confines of the village.  Like many of the properties along Trottiscliffe Road, the original house 

was set back from the road and this adds to the openness of our historic village on one of the 

main approaches.  Although we appreciate that the height of the proposed dwelling at the rear 

has been reduced in height we still believe the design of the properties is also out of keeping with 

the area and we would like to see a more aesthetic approach.  We feel the sight lines on this 

stretch of road are unsatisfactory and that vehicles entering and coming out of the proposed 

entrances/exits would be a threat to the safety of other road users.   We would urge to you to 

refuse this application as we have demonstrated that the impact of the proposals on the visual 

amenities of the locality, the residential amenities of the locality and the highway/access safety 

would not be acceptable.   

If the planning application was approved we request that an aesthetic landscaping and screening, 

sympathetic to the rural location, is a condition.   We would also welcome a review of the speed 

limits on our rural roads aligned to the aspiration to get a further 40% reduction addressed in 

the draft Casualty Reduction Strategy. 
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b)  To review this revised response in light of additional information received and recent 

correspondence.  Members resolved to send the following revised response. 

We object to the above proposals.  We have considered this revised application against the 

original objections and still believe this to be overdevelopment of the site which is within the 

confines of the village.  Like many of the properties along Trottiscliffe Road, the original house 

was set back from the road and this adds to the openness of our historic village on one of the 

main approaches.  Although we appreciate that the height of the proposed dwelling at the rear 

has been reduced in height, we believe the proposed detailed layout, scale and massing of the 

scheme would result in harm to the local area through overdevelopment and loss of open 

character.  We have considered the proposed materials but still believe that the total development 

does not result in a significant improvement to the appearance and character of the local 

surroundings and can see no reason to support the scheme.   

We have read the highways report from KCC and would disagree with the findings.  We still feel 

the sight lines on this stretch of road are unsatisfactory and that vehicles entering and coming out 

of the proposed entrances/exits would be a threat to the safety of other road users.   We regularly 

carry out speedwatch on this section of the road and remain concerned about the speed of the 

traffic at this location which is near to a bend in the road.   

20:50hrs 2 members of the public left the meeting 

20:53hrs 3 members of the public left the meeting 

20:55hrs 3 member of the public left the meeting 

 

It was resolved to consider the following application. 

 

3] TM/14/00688/TNCA  - The Seekers Trust, The Close, Addington 

Various tree works.  Resolved: No objection. 

 

(b) Decisions: 

1] TM/13/03555/FL – Woodgate Farm, Woodgate Road, Addington, ME19 5LH 

Demolition of 2 storage buildings (174m sq) and replacement with 1 B8 storage building split into 2 units 

(152m sq) with parking and drainage.  Refused 

2] TM/13/03929/TEN – Humphries and Parks Ltd. London Road, Addington 

Upgrade existing telecommunications base station consisting of replacement of existing 14.5m high pole 

with new 15m high telegraph pole with 2no. dishes; remove 3no. equipment cabinets and install 2no. new 

equipment cabinets.  Prior approval not required. 

3] TM/13/03745/OA – Part of Sandy Wood, Ford Lane, Addington 

Outline application for the erection of one dwelling with all matters reserved except for access.  Refused. 

4] TM/13/03182/FL – Graylings, Trottiscliffe Road, Addington, ME19 5AZ 

Single and two storey side extension with garage conversion.  Application withdrawn 

 

c) Other Matters: 

1) Big Motoring World, London Road, Addington  

T&MBC are checking that the owner is now carrying out the required landscaping.  The owner claims he 

has removed a number of lights and T&MBC are checking to see if the number left is acceptable.    

2] The Caravan, East Street, Addington – T&MBC have advised the Clerk that the owner of the site has 

claimed that the site has been used to store cars for over thirty years.  T&MBC have seen no firm 

evidence and are preparing formal action. 

3] 13/00038/WORKM - Windsor car breakers, London Road, Addington – regarding alleged 

unauthorised engineering works.  T&MBC are checking the history of this to determine what can and 

cannot be developed on the site.  . 

4] 13/00212/WORKM - Mayhill Farm - alleged works not built in accordance with planning permission 

TM/07/04297/FL.  Planning Enforcement have apologised for the delay in responding to a letter sent by 

the Parish Council and have advised the Clerk that a full response will be sent in due course. 

5] TM/13/00786/FL – Blackmans, Trottiscliffe Road, Addington, ME19 5AZ 

Demolition of existing detached dwelling house and erection of 3 No. detached dwellings with associated 

new access and parking and garaging facilities.  It was noted that an appeal is in progress 
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6] TM/12/03635/OA – Sycamore Place, Trottiscliffe Road, Addington, ME19 5AZ – it was noted that the 

appeal for outline planning permission for a single ‘Lodge’ style dwelling house is still in progress. 

7] Motor caravans at East Street North – The Clerk has contacted Planning Enforcement about the 

number of motor caravans present at this site. 

8] T&MBC consultation on the development of a revised Local Plan – Members reported back on a 

meeting with planning officers held at T&MBC on Thursday 27 February 2014.  The national planning 

context for the preparation of Local Plans has changed. The Government’s objective is to boost the supply 

of housing because previous housing supply figures for T&MBC in the Regional Spatial Strategy were 

artificially suppressed. The starting point is the Objectively Assessed Need (OAN) for housing which 

flows from demographic projections. The new Local Plan will be front-loading engagement and 

consultation.  If there is no adopted Local Plan addressing Objectively Assessed Need, developers will 

have a freer hand and T&MBC and the local communities will have less control. The new Local Plan 

would need to respond and plan for the Objectively Assessed Need (OAN) for housing as identified in the 

Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA).  The Green Belt is not sacrosanct – it is policy (not a 

constraint) that is required, (by the NPPF), to be reviewed as part of the plan-making process.  T&MBC, 

as part of the Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA), will conduct a ‘Call for Sites’ 

exercise in late Spring. This will engage with land owners, developers, the Parish council and the wider 

community. The purpose being to identify all potential options at the beginning of the process. These will 

then be assessed and the outputs will form part of the first formal consultation on the Local Plan in the 

Autumn (Issues & Options). 

174/13 HIGHWAYS:  

a) Outstanding:- (as at 5 March 2014) 

1] Condition of footpath from East Street to A20 – resurfacing of the footpath is taking place 

this week. 

2] Flooding on the A20 near to The Woodlands – KCC have carried out some works to rectify 

the problem. 

3] Asphalt has been damaged in Trottiscliffe Road near to the stream.  Mr. MacDonald-Gay 

offered to check and see if this has been repaired. 

4] Mud on the footpath on Trottiscliffe Road – Cllr. Robinson will contact the golf club again 

and ask them to stop driving their buggies on the footpath. 

 

b) New requiring attention 

1] Dropped kerb outside Blackmans, Trottiscliffe Road – the Clerk to find out  

2] A20 Stubblesdown – verge had been destroyed where cars advertised as ‘For Sale’ have 

been displayed.   

3] St. Vincents Lane near to the house called the Keepers, a tree is full of ivy. 

4] Pot hole on Park Road. 

5] St. Vincents Lane – brambles on the road obstructing visibility. 

6] The metal fence at the new entrance to the golf club in Park Road is protruding into the 

road 

 

c)  Other matters:   

1] The KCC Highways Steward has written to the bodies concerned about the posts that still    

need to be removed.  If they are not removed soon KCC will remove them and will invoice 

the owners. 

2] Members discussed the fact that a local resident had recently cut back the ivy on a number 

of trees on Trotticliffe Road.  It was resolved to alert Liz Guthrie at T&MBC that this work 

has taken place. 

 

175/13 REPORTS OF MEETINGS:    

a) Village Hall – A meeting is due to be held this week.  An update on the development plans for 

the village hall will be given at this meeting. 

b) Recreation Ground – Cllr. Robinson reported that they are still considering the feasibility of 

installing solar panels and looking at options for how this could be funded.  In addition 

preparation works have started for the new cricket season. 
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c) Parish Partnership Panel  - Cllr. Bailey had attended the meeting and reported the following: 

i) Recent Flooding Emergency – a formal emergency response structure remains in place but this 

is now moving into a recovery phase.  Event review is important and all the agencies involved are 

looking at what improvements could be made to emergency plans to support residents and 

businesses.  T&MBC are committed to establishing Flood Warden Schemes and referred to the 

East Peckham model as an example of good practice.   

ii) Safety Advisory Group – the main purpose and responsibilities of the Safety Advisory Group 

were outlined.  The main purpose is to offer guidance and independent advice to organisers of 

public events to promote and ensure the health, safety and welfare of all those involved. 

iii) Parish Council’s role in and contribution to planning applications and committees – a 

discussion took place around a briefing paper circulated on behalf of KALC that measures be 

considered to enable parishes greater involvement in making planning decisions.  The Director of 

Planning, Housing and Environmental Health explained how planning applications are currently 

determined and that T&MBC need to be very cautious in enabling other parties to exercise or 

influence that responsibility. 

iv) Budget – front line services have been protected and a council tax increase of 7p for Band D 

properties has been agreed. 

v) The Director of Planning, Housing and Environmental Health thanked all Parish Councils for 

their involvement and/or commitment to meetings regarding the local plan. 

vi) Member Grant Funding – funding for 2014/15 has been agreed and each Members will be 

allocated £25,000 per year.   

vii) Library service review – no further developments other than market testing continues. 

 

d) Standards Committee meeting – there has been no meeting. 

 

176/13 OPEN SPACES:  

a) Addington Village Green 

 It was resolved that the Clerk explores the feasibility of installing a 3 foot high bund which 

could be planted with wildflower seed in the Autumn with the RGA. 

b) Bus stop in Trottiscliffe Road 

It was resolved that the Clerk get some quotes for repairing the roof and ridge tiles which have 

been damaged by the inclement weather over the winter months. 

 

177/13 CORRESPONDENCE: 

a) For information:-  

1] Area 2 Planning Committee – 5 March 2014 

2] Joint Transportation Board – 17 March 2014 

3] Parish Partnership Panel – 26 June 2014 

 

 b) On circulation: - 

  1] New Youth Commissioner appointed – press release 

2] Updated Work Information: M20 Chatham Road South resurfacing 

3] PCSO Surgery timetable 

4] T&MBC Heritage Open Days 

5] Agenda Area 2 Planning Committee on 5 March 2014 

6] Tonbridge & Malling Crime Prevention Panel – Agenda for meeting held on 17 February  

7] JPCTCG - Minutes of meeting held on 28 January 2014 

8] KALC - Agenda Area Committee held on 21 January 2014 

     - Minutes of meeting held on 10 October 2013 

9] DCLG Local Government Finance Statement 2 

10] NALC Financial Briefing – Repeal of s.150 (5) of the Local Government Act 1972 

11] KALC Parish News – Winter 2014 

 

 

 



7 

 

 

 c) New requiring attention:- 

1] KCC Consultation on new bus pass for 11-16 year olds - A proposal to increase the cost of the 

Pass to £200 and journeys to be limited to 6am-7pm Monday to Friday is out for consultation. 

Members resolved that the proposed arrangements would be acceptable but that the reduced fare 

should, given the fact all children must remain in some form of education until they are 18, also be 

offered to children aged 16-18.   

2] Public Health Flood Recovery Information – noted, 

3] Kent Police – Consolidating progress and the Ambulance Service.  The proposed event dates 

were noted. 

4] NALC consultation on the Openness of Local Government Bodies Draft Regulations 2014 –   

noted. 

 5] Changes to KCC Streetlighting, an update – noted. 

6] JPCTCG – Members noted correspondence regarding some resolutions of this committee 

regarding the progress of speedwatch.   

 

178/13 ANY OTHER BUSINESS:   

1] Concern was expressed about activities taking place at a property in Aldon Road. 

2] Concern was also expressed about the apparent storing of building materials in the turning 

circle at 17 The Links 

3] Concern was expressed about the future of the village hall and how financially it could survive. 

 

179/13 ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING:  

 1] To discuss possible alternative funding and the future of the Village Hall 

 2] To discuss the best place to have comments from members of the public on the agenda. 

 

180/13 DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING:    
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on the 2 April 2014 in the Pavilion immediately 

following the Annual Parish Meeting at 19:30hrs. 

 

181/13 ANY CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

 There were none. 

 

The meeting was closed at 22:02hrs 

 

 

 

Signed  …………………………………………………..Chairman  Date  ………………………… 

 

 


