
 

 

 

 

 

 

ADDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 2 April 2014 at 20:00hrs  

in the Pavilion, Park Road. 

 
Present:  Mrs. P. Garrett - Chairman Cllrs. Mrs. M-F. Bailey, Mrs. M. Castle, Mrs. A. Holmes,  

  Mr. S. MacDonald-Gay and Mr. P. Robinson  

 County Councillor Mrs. S. Hohler, Borough Councillors Ann Kemp and Matthew Balfour  

 and 7 members of  the public 

 

1/14] APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:   
PCSO Laura Bullen. 

 

2/14] DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: 

Cllr. Garrett disclosed a pecuniary interest in item 8/14 (c) (1). 

 

3/14] MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING:   
After a correction to the wording in item 170/14 (5) line 6, ‘several Councillors’ changed to ‘Matthew 

Balfour’, it was proposed that the Chairman sign the minutes of the meeting held on the 5 March 2014 as 

a correct record.  Agreed. 

 

4/14]  REPORTS: 

a) County Councillor – County Councillor Sarah Hohler stated that there may be some funding available 

from her Members Grant for 2014/15 for funding the cleaning of the road signs in Addington.  KCC are 

working through a backlog of filling potholes.  Cllr. Holmes mentioned the deteriorating road surface 

from White Hill up to Wrotham Heath. 

b) Borough Councillor  - there was no report. 

c) PCSO Laura Bullen 

PCSO Laura Bullen could not attend the meeting but sent the following report.  Ipads and jewellery were 

stolen from a house in Trottiscliffe Road on the 7 March 2014.  Offenders had used an implement to gain 

access through a back window.  The case is filed pending further evidence.  On the 15 March plant pots 

were taken from a front garden in London Road.  The case has been filed as there no lines of enquiry.   

 

The Chairman proposed and it was resolved to move Members of the Public and Planning Applications  

20:19hrs County Councillor Sarah Hohler left the meeting. 

 

7/14] MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:     

A member of public spoke in support of the planning proposal TM/14/00234/FL and mentioned that 

T&MBC have publicised their ‘call for sites’.  The same member of public thanked the Parish Council for 

requesting the resurfacing works that had recently taken place to the pavement in Trottiscliffe Road from 

East Street to the A20.  Another member of public expressed concern about vehicles damaging the verge 

opposite the Mitsubishi garage on the A20. 

 

8/14] PLANNING: 
a) Applications:  

1] TM/14/00767/FL – Angley, 5 London Road, Addington, ME19 5BT 

Rear hip to gable roof enlargement with Juliet balcony.  Resolved:  No objection.   

 

2] TM/14/00672/FL – Squirrels Keep, Trottiscliffe Rd. Addington, ME19 5AZ 

Demolition and rebuilding of existing side and rear extension together with new roof and first floor 

accommodation.  Resolved:  No objection.   
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3] TM/14/00234/FL - Blackmans, Trottiscliffe Road, Addington, ME19 5AZ 

Erection of 3no. dwellings with the provision of associated new access and parking facilities.  

a) To review the response in light of the amended plans and additional information received. 

Members resolved to not alter the following response which had already been submitted to T&MBC. 

We object to the above proposals.  We have considered this revised application against the original 

objections and still believe this to be overdevelopment of the site which is within the confines of the 

village.  Like many of the properties along Trottiscliffe Road, the original house was set back from the 

road and this adds to the openness of our historic village on one of the main approaches.  Although we 

appreciate that the height of the proposed dwelling at the rear has been reduced in height, we believe the 

proposed detailed layout, scale and massing of the scheme would result in harm to the local area through 

overdevelopment and loss of open character.  We have considered the proposed materials but still believe 

that the total development does not result in a significant improvement to the appearance and character 

of the local surroundings and can see no reason to support the scheme.   

We have read the highways report from KCC and would disagree with the findings.  We still feel the sight 

lines on this stretch of road are unsatisfactory and that vehicles entering and coming out of the proposed 

entrances/exits would be a threat to the safety of other road users.  We regularly carry out speedwatch on 

this section of the road and remain concerned about the speed of the traffic at this location which is near 

to a bend in the road.   

 

20:31hrs Borough Councillors Matthew Balfour and Ann Kemp left the meeting 

 

5/14 MATTERS ARISING:   
1] Vacancy on the Parish Council - Members noted that no election has been requested within the 

statutory period so the Parish Council can now fill the vacancy by co-option.  The Clerk will advertise the 

position in The Pilgrim and on the noticeboards.   

2] A proposal to purchase a defibrillator for the village – Members noted that BT has advised that the 

consultation period for adopting the BT Box by the Jet Garage and also the one in Trottiscliffe Road 

expires on the 17 April 2014. 

3] Proposals for deregistration of the trackway round the village green 

Cllrs. Macdonald-Gay, Bailey and the Clerk had met with representatives from the RGA on the 26 March 

2014 to discuss the way forward.  A number of items were discussed and the Clerk had gone back to 

Hedleys, the Parish Councils legal advisers, for some clarification.  It was resolved that the following 

information should be shared with the RGA.  A further meeting may be required.   

1) RGA had requested a breakdown of the £450.00 (+VAT) cost per Deed. Hedleys have advised 

that they have to ensure that any non-represented party is dealt with fairly and that this has been 

accounted for in the cost of preparing and ensuring the Deeds are signed and executed in the 

correct way. The Parish Council is disposing of interests in land by granting easements and whilst 

there may be some elements which are common to each individual easement, each one has to be 

treated afresh.   All of the cheques will have to be made payable to APC.   

2) RGA will have to form a Management Company if they would like a maintenance agreement for 

the trackway between the residents and the Parish Council.   The RGA have said they will insure 

the trackway.  Each property owner would also have to covenant with the Parish Council in 

respect of the track and the company for themselves and for any future owner of the individual 

properties.  These covenants will be that each property owner is a shareholder in the company and 

as a shareholder will be jointly responsible for contributing to the costs of the maintenance and 

complying with the terms of the management agreement.   

3) Hedleys will prepare a maintenance agreement. Within that agreement there will be a 

restriction/schedule of conditions placed on the type of work the RGA can carry out without 

reference to the Parish Council, such as filling a pot hole.  Any major works will need to be 

referred back to the Parish Council and a full scope of works document would need to be 

submitted for consideration. 
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4) The RGA will then report to the Annual Parish Meeting with accounts for the year and a report 

on the activities.  The schedule of conditions/maintenance agreement will be reviewed annually.  

If the conditions are not adhered to the maintenance agreement will be nullified.   

5) The Parish Council will review the signs around the green.  The Parish Council will continue to 

cut the grass and maintain the village green.  The residents cannot put up any signs on the grassy 

area or on the track without the express permission of the Parish Council.   

20:35hrs 2 members of the public left the meeting 

4] Speedwatch scheme 

The Clerk reported that speedwatch sessions continue. 

20:37hrs 3 members of the public left the meeting 

5] Seven Mile Lane. 

Members noted that the planned works for improvements to the A20 London Road junction and Seven 

Mile Lane had commenced. 

6] Road safety improvements for Trottiscliffe Road  

Members noted that the new village ‘gates’ at the M20 end of the village have been installed.  The road 

markings, which were due to be installed last week, have been postponed for 2 weeks because Southern 

Water had to come and carry out some emergency works 

7] Emergency Plan  

Members remain keen to set-up a ‘Community Response Team’ of volunteers who would be willing to 

assist should an emergency occur.  In the event of an emergency, such as loss of power, a named co-

ordinator could check on a number of people in a road.  The first Emergency Planning meeting will be 

held on Thursday 10 April 2014 at 7.30pm at West Malling Golf Club.   The Clerk has placed posters 

about this event on the noticeboards and has placed articles in The Pilgrim. 

8] Financial Future of the Village Hall 

Cllr. Robinson reported that the Committee are working on the development plans for the village hall and 

considering all funding options.  The village hall has suffered with a loss of revenue over the last year and 

may need to approach and involve the Parish Council in exploring other sources of funding. 

9] The Third Wrotham (Addington) Quarry Local Community Stakeholder Meeting 

There was no update. 

10] Diversion of Public Footpaths MR168/MR171  

The consultation period has now closed but PROW had received two objections to the proposals, one 

from the Ramblers Association and one from BT.  However, BT have withdrawn their objection on the 

basis a clause will be included to preserve a right for them to access their apparatus on part of the route 

and the Ramblers Association have also withdrawn their objection having now fully understood the 

implications of the proposals.   PROW will now press ahead with making the Orders and hope to 

advertise these in mid-April.   

11] Standing Orders  

Members resolved that the Clerk, Chairman and Vice- Chairman would meet to review the Standing 

Orders and Financial Regulations in line with the revised guidelines recently issued by NALC.   

12] Review of the Action Plan in the Parish Plan  

Members were pleased to note the progress that has been made with achieving many of the objectives in 

the action plan.  It was suggested that the consultation should be revisited later in the year so that the 

whole plan can be updated and new objectives formed.  It was resolved that the Clerk should obtain some 

quotes for redesigning the website to address the objective to improve communications with residents.  In 

addition it was resolved that the Clerk should contact Chris Knowles again at T&MBC to find out if they 

would be looking to carry out a Housing Needs Survey this year.  The Parish Council had agreed to 

ACRK, in conjunction with T&MBC, carrying out a Housing Needs Survey in 2012 but this had not 

materialised. 

13] Agenda item for members of the public  

The Clerk had prepared a table showing where neighbouring parish councils included an item on their 

agenda for members of public to speak at their meetings.  Members noted that the majority include an 

agenda item at a similar stage in the meeting to them.  It was therefore resolved to keep this agenda item 

in the same place as it was felt it gives members of public an opportunity to speak to the meeting. 
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20:55hrs the meeting was suspended to allow 2 members of the RGA to speak. 

21:00hrs the meeting was resumed 

2 members of the public left the meeting.  

  

6/14 FINANCE 
a) A statement as at 2 April 2014 was circulated: 

 Balances as at 23 March 2014: 

 Business Reserve Account £ 23,836.64 

 Current Account  £      686.68 

 Consuls Account  £      100.00  

 National Savings Account:   £ 24,349.62 

 

b) Other matters:  

1] To approve the appointment of the new contractor for the grass cutting – Members ratified a decision 

between meetings to appoint TWIG Trading Ltd. as the new grass cutting contractor for 2014/15 at a total 

cost of £1,700.00 (plus VAT).  Unfortunately the previous contractor, JFDI, has stopped trading.  Four 

quotes were obtained and Members were in agreement that TWIG Trading Ltd. should be appointed.  The 

Clerk has received a copy of TWIGs public liability insurance.  Members had also accepted a quote for 

TWIGs to carry out some essential maintenance work at East Street green. 

2] ACKR Subscription- the annual subscription of £35.00 was agreed. 

3] Clerk & Councils Direct Subscription- the annual subscription of £12.00 was agreed. 

4] Completion of the Outturn Statement- the outturn statement, which is a declaration that the money 

received under the 2013/14 Scheme of Financial Arrangements has been spent in accordance with the 

Scheme, was signed by the Chairman. 

 

c) Cheques for signature: 

Mrs L S Goldsmith  (Salary)    1632  £   530.15 

 Mrs L S Goldsmith  (Expenses)   1633  £      89.77 

 ACRK    (Annual Subscription)  1634  £      35.00 

 Viking    (Stationery)   1635  £      83.11 

 Clerk & Councils Direct  (Annual Subscription)  1636  £      12.00 

TWIG Trading Ltd.  (Clearance Works)  1637  £    474.00 

Total          £ 1,224.03 

 

Transfer from Reserve Account to Current Account: £700.00 

 

The Chairman proposed that the cheques listed above be signed.  Agreed. 

 

(b) Decisions: 

1] TM/13/02114/FL – West Malling Golf Club, London Road, Addington, ME19 5AR 

Re-grading of land form to first hole and second tree of spitfire course.  Approved 

2] TM/13/03479/DEA – Blackmans, Trottiscliffe Road, Addington, ME19 5AZ 

Prior notification of demolition.  Demolition of 1no. dwelling house (Blackmans).  Application 

withdrawn 

 

c) Other Matters: 

21:08hrs Cllr. Garrett disclosed a pecuniary interest and left the meeting.  Cllr. Macdonald-Gay took 

over as Chairman 

1) Big Motoring World, London Road, Addington  

Members asked the Clerk to find out if the current lighting on the site has been approved in accordance 

with the condition of the planning permission given.  Members remain concerned that enforcement are 

not monitoring the site and checking that the original conditions set for the lighting and drainage has been 

fulfilled.  The Clerk was asked to write to enforcement and request a copy of the plan of the agreed 

lighting schedule for the site.  Members also asked the Clerk to report to enforcement that the lighting and 
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the illuminated sign do not seem to be turned off late at night and in the early hours of the morning as set 

in the planning conditions.  Members also were in agreement that there has been an increase again in the 

number of transporters offloading directly on to the A20.  

21:17hrs Cllr. Garrett returned to the meeting and took over as Chairman 

2] The Caravan, East Street, Addington – T&MBC have advised the Clerk that the owner of the site has 

submitted information which they claim shows the site has been used to store vehicles for a number of 

years.  Enforcement are assessing this information at the moment. 

3] 13/00038/WORKM - Windsor car breakers, London Road, Addington – regarding alleged 

unauthorised engineering works.  Enforcement have apologised for the time it has taken to investigate the 

activities taking place at this site.  Members expressed their disappointment with the time it is taking for 

T&MBC to investigate this matter and asked the Clerk to pass on their concerns that the situation is 

getting worse daily with bonfires being regularly lit and a general increase in noise and disruption. 

4] 13/00212/WORKM - Mayhill Farm - alleged works not built in accordance with planning permission 

TM/07/04297/FL.  Planning Enforcement have apologised for the delay in responding to a letter sent by 

the Parish Council and have advised the Clerk that a full response will be sent in due course. 

5] TM/13/00786/FL – Blackmans, Trottiscliffe Road, Addington, ME19 5AZ 

Demolition of existing detached dwelling house and erection of 3 No. detached dwellings with associated 

new access and parking and garaging facilities.  It was noted that an appeal is in progress 

6] TM/12/03635/OA – Sycamore Place, Trottiscliffe Road, Addington, ME19 5AZ – it was noted that the 

appeal for outline planning permission for a single ‘Lodge’ style dwelling house is still in progress. 

7] Motor caravans at East Street North – The Clerk has not received a response from Planning 

Enforcement about the number of motor caravans present at this site. 

8] Report on activities taking place at a property in Aldon Road – Enforcement have asked for some more 

details.  The Clerk was asked to report that a breeze block building is currently being constructed.  It is 

not thought that this building has planning permission and it is visible from London Road. 

9] Report on the storing of building materials in the turning circle at 17 The Links – Planning 

Enforcement have started an investigation  

  

9/14] HIGHWAYS:  

a) Outstanding:- (as at 2 April 2014) 

1] Dropped kerb outside Blackmans, Trottiscliffe Road –  Resolved. 

2] A20 Stubblesdown – verge had been destroyed where cars advertised as ‘For Sale’ have 

been displayed.  The Clerk has asked KCC to reinstate the verge. 

3] St. Vincents Lane near to the house called the Keepers, a tree is full of ivy.  Cllr. Robinson 

offered to find out if the ivy had been removed.   

4] Pot hole on Park Road – has been filled. 

5] St. Vincents Lane – brambles on the road obstructing visibility have been cut back. 

6] Metal fence at the new entrance to the golf club in Park Road which was protruding into 

the road has been moved.   

7] Mud on the footpath on Trottiscliffe Road has been cleaned off. 

 

New requiring attention 

1] Verges on the A20 near to a property called Ivanhoe have been damaged. 

2] The ‘Addington’ village sign near to the junction of Woodgate Road needs repairing. 

3] The sign on the eastern side of the crossroads with Trottiscliffe Rd and the A20 – one of 

the stanchions is protruding on to the footpath.   

 

c)  Other matters:   

1] The KCC Highways Steward has written again to the bodies concerned about the posts that 

still need to be removed.  If they are not removed soon KCC will remove them and will invoice 

the owners. 

2] Resurfacing of footpath from A20 to East Street – the Clerk has written to KCC to thank them 

for carrying out these works.   

3] Quarry stream remedial works – Cllr. Robinson reported that he was impressed with the 

quality of the job being done to re-instate the stream coming through the quarry which was 
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affected when the sewer collapsed.  A number of agencies were involved in finding and agreeing 

a new route for the stream.  In addition there have done a significant amount of tree work.   A 

pool of water has formed on the trackway to the golf club which is of concern as it is in the line 

of the sewer.  Samples have been taken. 

175/13 REPORTS OF MEETINGS:    

a) Village Hall – there was nothing additional to report.   

b) Recreation Ground – Cllr. Robinson reported that one of the three Jubilee Elms is in bud and 

that one of the others seems to be recovering.  The Annual Volunteering Weekend is due to take 

place on the 5 and 6 April 2014. 

c) Parish Partnership Panel - there has been no meeting.  Cllr. Bailey would like to suggest an 

item for the agenda of the next meeting on the availability of advice from T&MBC on a situation 

which is not an emergency but occurs out of hours. Cllr. Bailey will send the wording for the 

suggested agenda item for the Clerk to forward to T&MBC.  

d) Standards Committee meeting – there has been no meeting.  A new representative will need to 

be appointed. 

 

11/14] OPEN SPACES:  

a) Addington Village Green 

The new grass cutting contractor, TWIGs, had suggested that installing a 3 foot high bund would 

not protect the green from vehicles.  In addition the Clerk reported that the RGA also did not 

seem keen on the idea.  TWIGS had suggested putting more posts on the edge of the green 

bordering Trottiscliffe Road and had supplied a quote for doing this.  However, Members agreed 

to explore another suggestion of raising the height of the kerb.  The Clerk was asked to find out if 

KCC would raise the height of the kerbs to stop cars mounting the green.   

b) Bus stop in Trottiscliffe Road 

TWIGs had provided a quote for repairing the roof and ridge tiles which have been damaged by 

the inclement weather over the winter months but it was resolved that the Clerk should try again 

to obtain more quotes.  TWIGs had also provided a quote to cut back the vegetation behind and 

from the bus stop to the corner of Park Road to tidy up the area given that the noticeboard is 

located here and that the plan is to install a defibrillator in the BT Box. The Clerk was asked to 

find out if KCC would be happy for this area to be cut on a regular basis.  The noticeboard also 

need to be refurbished.  Again TWIGs has quoted for doing this but the Clerk was asked to try 

and obtain further quotes.   

 

12/14] CORRESPONDENCE: 

a) For information:-  

1] Area 2 Planning Committee – 16 April 2014 

2] Joint Transportation Board – 9 June 2014 

3] Parish Partnership Panel – 26 June 2014 

 

 b) On circulation: - 

 1] Parish Partnership Panel – Minutes of the meeting held on 20 February 2014 

2] Clerk Magasine – March 2014 

3] Clerk & Councils Direct – March 2014 

4] Oast to Coast – Spring 2014 

5] DCLG S106 consultation 

 

 c) New requiring attention:- 

1] Try Angle Awards 2014 – Cllr. Robinson will consider who to nominate.   
2] Kent 2nd mini conference for speedwatch practitioners - the Clerk was asked to notify the 

volunteers of the date. 

3] Flood Support Scheme - details of the scheme were noted.   

4] Repeal of s. 150(5) of the Local Government Act 1972 – Implementation (England) – the new 

financial arrangements were noted.   
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5] Street Naming and Numbering notification relating to Mayhill Farm, London Road, 

Addington, West Malling, Kent ME19 5AL – the Clerk was asked to contact T&MBC and advise 

them that address of the new property, Honeywood Place, is incorrect as it should be listed as 

being in Addington and not Offham. 

6] DCLG Consultation Draft Transparency Code for Parish Councils with a turnover not 

exceeding £25,000 – Cllr. Robinson agreed to respond to the consultation and was asked to 

suggest that the DCLG considers increasing the upper limit for the annual turnover to £30,000.00 

so that more Parish Councils, such as Addington, could benefit.   

7] Kent Police New District Commander – Jon Kirby is moving on to a new role and will be 

replaced initially by Inspector Mark Hutcheon, who will be temporarily promoted, until Chief 

Inspector Gill Ellis takes over from the beginning of June 2014. 

8] It was agreed that a Councillor would speak against the proposals for Blackmans at the Area 2 

Planning Committee meeting due to be held on the 16 April.  Cllr. P. Robinson and Cllr. M-F 

Bailey both offered to speak.   

 

13/14] ANY OTHER BUSINESS:   

1] Mitsubishi & Kent Machinery – concern was expressed about the lighting and other activities 

taking place in this area. 

2] Annual Parish Meeting – Cllr. P. Garrett asked Members to consider which roles they would 

like to be nominated for at the Annual Parish Council Meeting. 

 

14/14] ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING:  

 Nothing additional to the above. 

 

15/14] DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING:    
The Annual Parish Council Meeting will be held on the 7 May 2014 at 20:00hrs. 

 

16/14] ANY CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

 There were none. 

 

The meeting was closed at 22:01rs 

 

 

 

Signed  …………………………………………………..Chairman  Date  ………………………… 

 

 


