
 

 

 

 

 

 

ADDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on the 7 May 2014 at 20:00hrs  

in the Pavilion, Park Road. 

 
Present:  Mr. S. MacDonald-Gay- Chairman Cllrs. Mrs. M-F. Bailey, Mrs. M. Castle, Mrs. A. Holmes,  

  Mrs. P. Garrett and Mr. P. Robinson  

 Borough Councillor Matthew Balfour and 1 member of the public 

 

17/14] APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:   
Borough Councillor Ann Kemp. 

 

18/14 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN: 

It was proposed by Cllr. P. Garrett and seconded by Cllr. A. Holmes that Cllr. S. MacDonald-Gay be 

elected as chairman for the following year.  Agreed.  On behalf of all Members, Cllr. MacDonald-Gay 

thanked Cllr. Garrett for all her hard work and dedication over the last five years as chairman. 

 

19/14 ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN: 

It was proposed by Cllr. Garrett and seconded by Cllr. MacDonald-Gay that Cllr. A. Holmes be elected as 

vice-chairman.  Agreed.   

 

20/14]  ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES: 

 a) Village Hall – Cllr. P. Robinson       

b) Recreation Ground Committee – Cllr. P. Robinson  

 c) Tonbridge & Malling Parish Partnership – Cllr. M-F Bailey   

d) Standards Committee – Cllr. P. Garrett 

 e) Publicity for The Pilgrim – the Clerk  

 f) KALC – The Clerk will try and attend some meetings    

g) Platt School Governor – Mr Fissenden 

h) T&MBC Community Safety Partnership – the Clerk will try and attend some meetings 

i) JPCTCG – a Member will attend when there is something interesting on the agenda 

 j) Consultation Documents: 1) Open Spaces; 2) Local Development Framework;  

3) Kent Structure Plan; 4) Rural Housing; 5) Leisure; 6) Kent Minerals. – Cllr P. Robinson with 

the support of Cllr. Macdonald-Gay. 

 

 The Chairman proposed that the above be elected.  Agreed. 

 

21/14] APPOINT A FINANCIAL OFFICER & INTERNAL AUDITOR: 

It was proposed by the Chairman that the Clerk be appointed as the Responsible Finance Officer and Mr 

W. Wilson be appointed as the internal auditor.  Agreed. 

 

22/14] DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: 

Cllr. Garrett disclosed a pecuniary interest in item 28/14 (c) (1).  Cllr. Bailey disclosed a pecuniary 

interest in item 28/14 (c) (3). 

 

23/14] MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING:   
It was proposed that the Chairman sign the minutes of the meeting held on the 2 April 2014 as a correct 

record.  Agreed. 

 

24/14]  REPORTS: 

a) County Councillor – there was no report. 
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b) Borough Councillor – Borough Cllr. Balfour expressed his disappointment that the proposal 

TM/14/00234/FL for Blackmans, Trottiscliffe Road was approved at the Area 2 Planning Committee on 

the 16 April 2014.  Members were surprised that the proposals were approved as it was felt that they were 

very similar to the proposals that T&MBC had previously refused.  Cllr. Bailey was disappointed that a 

few members of public chose to criticise the Parish Council during the public speaking session at the Area 

2 Planning Committee.  Borough Cllr. Matthew Balfour agreed that it was unfortunate that this had 

occurred.  It would seem members of the public can make such criticisms as long as the comments made 

are not defamatory about a particular person. 

20:25hrs Borough Councillor Matthew Balfour left the meeting. 

c) PCSO Laura Bullen 

PCSO Laura Bullen could not attend the meeting.  The chairman reported that on Wednesday 23 April, 

the tailgate was taken from a vehicle parked on commercial premises in London Road, CCTV of the 

incident is being reviewed. 

 

25/14 MATTERS ARISING:   
1] Vacancy on the Parish Council - The Clerk has advertised the position in The Pilgrim and on the 

noticeboards.  One application has been received to date.  Members resolved to make a decision about 

who to co-opt at the next Parish Council meeting. 

2] A proposal to purchase a defibrillator for the village – Members noted that BT has advised that the 

consultation period for adopting the BT Box by the Jet Garage and also the one in Trottiscliffe Road has 

been delayed for a further 3 to 4 weeks. 

3] Proposals for deregistration of the trackway round the village green 

The RGA has advised the Clerk that the Management Company is now set up and that they are in the 

process of setting up the bank account.  Hedleys have written to each resident/owner around the green 

advising them that the Parish Council is prepared to grant them a Deed of Easement confirming their 

rights to use the track around the village green for residential use only. Once the bank account has been 

set up the RGA will collect the £450.00 (+VAT) fee for each Deed from each household.  Residents, at 

their own expense, will need to the send the Deed to the Land Registry for registration against their title.  

The Parish Council cannot sign any Deeds of Easement before mid-May as three months has to elapse 

from when the Planning Inspector made her decision on the 7 February 2014 to allow anyone to lodge an 

objection.  However, Hedleys have prepared the Deeds in anticipation of there being no objection.  The 

Parish Council are only prepared to keep their offer open until the 31 July 2014.  After this date the Parish 

Council will grant such Deeds of Easement to the properties who need to cross its land on whatever terms 

it may feel appropriate.  Hedleys will draft a maintenance agreement for the trackway between the 

residents and the Parish Council.  Within that agreement there will be a restriction/schedule of conditions 

placed on the type of work the RGA can carry out without reference to the Parish Council, such as filling 

a pot hole.  Any major works will need to be referred back to the Parish Council and a full scope of works 

document would need to be submitted for consideration.   

4] Speedwatch scheme 

The Clerk reported that speedwatch sessions continue. 

5] Seven Mile Lane. 

Members noted that works for improvements to the A20 London Road junction and Seven Mile Lane 

continue.  Members noted that it seems some amendments had been made to the approach to the new 

roundabout. 

6] Road safety improvements for Trottiscliffe Road  

Members noted that the road markings, which were due to be installed last month, have still not been 

done.  The Clerk will find out when this work is expected to be completed. 

7] Emergency Plan  

Although the turnout for the first Emergency Planning meeting held on Thursday 10 April 2014 was 

disappointing it was quite a productive meeting.  The owners of West Malling Golf Club seem very keen 

to assist with any emergency.  A few more people have offered to be community responders.   The Clerk 

will now collate this additional information and update the draft Emergency Plan.  It was agreed that 

more community responders are needed.  Members agreed to try and think of other people who may be 
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prepared to be involved so that all roads in the village are covered.  The community responders will then 

be asked to obtain information, such as a list of vulnerable people, directly from the area they live which 

could be included in the Emergency Plan.  The Clerk was asked to write and thank the owners of the golf 

club for their hospitality and willingness to assist in an emergency and for kindly hosting the meeting. 

8] The Third Wrotham (Addington) Quarry Local Community Stakeholder Meeting 

There was no update. 

9] Diversion of Public Footpaths MR168/MR171  

Members noted that the public consultation on the Order commenced on Friday 18 April 2014 and will 

close on Monday 19 May 2014.  Various Notices have been put up around the village about the Order and 

it has been advertised in a newspaper. 

10] Standing Orders  

The Clerk, Chairman and Vice-Chairman had met and decided to adopt the NALC revised model but had 

made some amendments.  Members resolved to adopt the revised Standing Orders.  Members discussed 

the repeal of s.150 of the Local Government Act 1972 and resolved not to take advantage of the option to 

abandon the two signature rule.  It was agreed that the two signature rule remains an essential element of 

the Parish Council’s control systems.  Members resolved to apply for access to online banking to enable 

the Clerk, the Chairman and Vice-Chairman to have access to statements and the ability to transfer funds 

between accounts only.  An online business application form was completed. 

11] Website 

The Clerk had obtained some quotes for redesigning the website to address the objective in the Action 

Plan of the Parish Plan to improve communications with residents.  Members noted that set-up costs for a 

new website would be between £450.00 and £1,200.00 depending on the complexity and sophistication of 

the website design. Members were in agreement that the current website needs to be replaced and that it 

would be preferable to have the website hosted by a professional company with its own domain. It was 

noted that annual maintenance costs could be around £350.00.  It was resolved that the Clerk should 

obtain quotes for a specification for the website that would meet the needs of the Parish Council and find 

out if a link could be made to the KCC website facility for Parish Councils.  Cllr. Robinson suggested an 

alternative supplier and offered to get a quote.  The Clerk was asked to write and thank Mr. Rod Selby for 

all his support and help, as a volunteer, with the current website over a number of years.  It was resolved 

to present Mr. Selby with a gift of bottles of wine, up to the value of £70, as a thank you for his services.  

12] Housing Needs Survey  

The Clerk had contacted Chris Knowles at T&MBC to find out if they would be looking to carry out a 

Housing Needs Survey this year.  Mr. Knowles had confirmed that initial steps to explore doing a Rural 

Survey through ACRK had occurred last year.  However, given the changes in planning and housing 

since that time and the development of the new Local Plan he would need to check the feasibility before 

progressing this again.  Members discussed the merits of carrying out a Housing Needs Survey and 

resolved not to request one at the moment. 

 

26/14 FINANCE 
a) A statement as at 7 May 2014 was circulated: 

 Business Reserve Account £ 23,139.88 

 Current Account  £      198.15 

 Consuls Account  £      100.00  

 National Savings Account:   £ 24,349.62 

 

Receipts   
 T&MBC 1st half of Precept       £9, 297.84 

T&MBC 1st half of Council Tax Reduction Support Grant  £    290.73 
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b) Other matters:  

1] Internal Audit - October 2013 to 31 March 2014 report found that the books of account had been 

properly kept throughout this period.  All income noted had been received accordingly and all 

expenditure had the appropriate documentation.  Cllr. MacDonald-Gay thanked the Clerk for all her hard 

work in keeping the accounts in order. 

2] Annual Audit 2013/14 – Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2014 – Section 1 signed by the 

Chairman and the Responsible Finance Officer (Clerk).  Section 2 – Annual Governance Statement 

completed and signed by the Clerk and the Chairman.  Section 4 – Annual Internal Audit Report 

completed and signed by the Internal Auditor.  The bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2014 was 

approved.  Members noted that the Annual Return for Addington had been selected this year as one of the 

5% sample for Intermediate Audit. 

3] Insurance Renewal - It was proposed and agreed that the Parish Council renew the annual insurance 

due to commence on 1 June 2014 with Came & Company for £393.46.  The sum assured has been 

increased in line with the revised asset register. 

 

c) Cheques for signature: 

 

Mrs L S Goldsmith  (Salary)    1638  £    540.25 

 HMRC     (Tax for March & April) 1639                          7.25 

 Mrs L S Goldsmith  (Expenses)   1640  £    112.27 

 KALC    (Annual Subscription)  1641  £    316.66 

 Viking    (Stationery)   1642  £      70.92 

 KALC    (Local Councils Explained) 1643  £      42.88 

 Broker Network Ltd  (Annual insurance)  1644  £    393.46 

 SLCC    (1/2 Clerks membership) 1645  £      73.50 

 Total          £1,557.19

        

 

Transfer from Current Account to Reserve Account: £8000.00 

 

The Chairman proposed that the cheques listed above be signed.  Agreed. 

 

27/14] MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:     

A member of public mentioned that when deliberating the planning proposal TM/14/00234/FL it could 

have been helpful if the Parish Council had advised the applicant what would have been acceptable. 

 

28/14] PLANNING: 
a) Applications:  

1] TM/13/01535/OAEA – Kings Hill Phase 3, Kings Hill, West Malling, ME19 4QG 

Outline application for the demolition of existing buildings, including the KCC Supplies depot and 

removal of a section of Kings Hill Avenue; the erection of 635 residential dwellings; a two form entry 

primary school and land safeguarded for an extension of create a three form entry primary school; a 

multi-functional extension to the community hall; a skate park; formalisation of car parking areas at the 

Community Centre and adjacent to Crispin Way; improvements to the highway network at Alexander 

Grove, Gibson Drive and Queen Street; and trim trails, woodland paths and green spaces.  

Resolved: We object. We would dispute the given traffic flow data and have concerns about the effect 

these proposals will have on the neighbouring villages and the A20.  The current proposals for business 

use would mean that people would be driving into Kings Hill to work or travelling around Kings Hill to 

get to work in the morning.  The new proposals to add to the housing stock will mean that more people 

will be leaving Kings Hill during the morning peak times to get to school or work in areas outside Kings 

Hill. The reverse situation will occur in the evening.  This would create more problems with queues at 

peak times in the morning and evening and will have a detrimental impact on the surrounding villages 

with more traffic on already established rat-runs which are affecting the safety of parishioners in our 

rural villages.  
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Air Quality on the A20, the A228 and in the surrounding villages has already been identified as a 

problem.  We are also concerned about the impact on the medical and other community services which 

are already over- stretched. The application makes no reference to increasing the capacity of these 

services. We appreciate that the proposals mention the provision of a further primary school but what 

about secondary schooling?  The proposed housing of 635 households could mean an influx of more 

teenagers requiring places in local secondary schools which are full.  The school buses in the morning 

are full and more services would be needed which again will have an impact on Air Quality on the A228 

and A20. Planning permission was originally granted by Borough Councillors and planners at T&MBC 

for Kings Hill as a mix-use site.  We find it unbelievable that T&MBC are willing to consider a change to 

these proposals.  

 

b) Decisions: 

1] TM/14/00234/FL - Blackmans, Trottiscliffe Road, Addington, ME19 5AZ 

Erection of 3no. dwellings with the provision of associated new access and parking facilities.   Approved. 

 

c) Other Matters: 

21:37hrs Cllr. Garrett disclosed a pecuniary interest and left the meeting.   

1) Big Motoring World, London Road, Addington  

The Clerk reported that a response has not been received from Planning Enforcement to a letter sent on 

the 14 April 2014.  In this letter the Clerk had mentioned Members concerns about the perceived lack of 

enforcement action taken in issuing Enforcement Notices with respect to the landscaping and external 

lighting.  A recommendation to issue Enforcement Notices was supported at the Area 2 Planning 

Committee meeting held on the 18 January 2012.  A copy of the agreed lighting schedule for the site was 

also requested and has not been received.  The Clerk had also reported that the illuminated sign at the 

front of the site does not get switched off at night.  Planning permission for the proposal 

TM/11/02658/AT clearly stated that the sign should only be illuminated between the hours of 0700 and 

2300.  Members remain disappointed and concerned about the lack of enforcement action being taken 

21:41hrs Cllr. Garrett returned to the meeting 

2] The Caravan, East Street, Addington – T&MBC have advised the Clerk that they are still looking at the 

evidence provided by the owner of the site which he claims shows the site has been used to store vehicles 

for a number of years.   

3] 13/00038/WORKM - Windsor car breakers, London Road, Addington – regarding alleged 

unauthorised engineering works. Cllr. Bailey stated that the lighting at the Mitsubishi garage on the A20 

seems to be brighter and on for longer periods of time including the illuminated sign at the front.  In 

addition Kent Machinery also seem to have extended the amount of time their external lights are on.   The 

owners of the land on the west side of the Mitsubishi garage had recently taken down some fences and 

started to level the ground.  Cars were parked on this land for a while but the area has now been sealed off 

with concrete blocks.   

21:45hrs Cllr. Bailey expressed a pecuniary interest and left the meeting 

The Clerk reported that enforcement have apologised for the time it has taken to respond to a letter sent 

by the Parish Council on the 15 January 2014.  Members remain concerned about the activities taking 

place at the Windsor car breakers yard and on the land adjacent to it.  The Clerk was asked to request an 

urgent update from enforcement.  The Clerk was also asked to check the planning consents for Kent 

Machinery and the Mitsubishi garage for lighting and to report any discrepancies to Enforcement. 

21:47hrs Cllr. Bailey returned to the meeting 

4] 13/00212/WORKM - Mayhill Farm - alleged works not built in accordance with planning permission 

TM/07/04297/FL.  Planning Enforcement have apologised for the delay in responding to a letter sent by 

the Parish Council on the 15 January 2014 and have advised the Clerk that a full response will be sent in 

due course. 

5] TM/13/00786/FL – Blackmans, Trottiscliffe Road, Addington, ME19 5AZ 

Demolition of existing detached dwelling house and erection of 3 No. detached dwellings with associated 

new access and parking and garaging facilities.  It was noted that an appeal is in progress 

6] TM/12/03635/OA – Sycamore Place, Trottiscliffe Road, Addington, ME19 5AZ – it was noted that the 

appeal for outline planning permission for a single ‘Lodge’ style dwelling house is still in progress. 
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7] Motor caravans at East Street North – The Clerk has not received a response from Planning 

Enforcement about the number of motor caravans present at this site. 

8] 14/00134/WORKM – Shaw Hill House, Aldon Lane, Addington, ME19 5PJ – regarding alleged 

unauthorised structure.  Enforcement have advised that it is apparent that there may have been a breach of 

planning control at the site.  The matter is the subject of further investigation and an enforcement file has 

been opened. 

9] 14/00095/USEM - 17 The Links Addington, ME19 5RX – alleged unauthorised storage of building 

materials.  Planning Enforcement started an investigation but the owner has since written to the Clerk to 

advise the Parish Council that the materials would be removed shortly and that they were sorry for any 

inconvenience caused. 

10] SNN/1400018/Notice - Street Naming and Numbering notification relating to Honeywood Place.  

T&MBC have advised that it would seem that the Parish Council is correct and that Honeywood Place 

should be listed as an address in Addington and not Offham.  T&MBC will confer with the Royal Mail 

and will confirm the address in due course. 

11] To review membership of the planning group - it was resolved that Cllrs. Bailey, Castle and 

Robinson would form the planning group and will report on any planning applications received at 

meetings.  

 

29/14] HIGHWAYS:  

a) Outstanding:- (as at 7 May 2014) 

1] Enquiry 103209, ‘Addington’ village sign near Woodgate Road has been repaired. 

2] Enquiry 103212, Verges on the A20 near Ivanhoe – the Highways Steward has advised that the 

verges will be reinstated. 

3] Enquiry 103210, sign on the eastern side of the crossroads – one of the stanchions is 

protruding on to the footpath.  KCC are still considering this request. 

4] Vegetation behind the bus stop, noticeboard and BT Box – to note that a cultivation licence is 

required from KCC to cut this area.  The Clerk is waiting to find out if KCC will charge for 

granting a cultivation licence. 

 

New requiring attention 

 1] Mayhill Bungalow – grass cuttings have been dumped on the verge 

2] Bus stop on A20 at the top of The Links – bin is regularly overflowing.  The Clerk to find out 

how regularly this bin is emptied. 

3] Stubblesdown, A20 – KCC have replaced the ‘Addington’ village sign and put in five wooden 

posts to deter drivers mounting this section of the verge.  Cllr. Garrett asked the Clerk to report 

that the posts were too close to the road and would not stop people parking their cars on the 

verge. 

 

c)  Other matters:   

1] The KCC Highways Steward has apologised for not having made any progress with removing 

some of the posts left on the A20 which were used for advertisements that have since been taken 

down.  The Highways Steward hopes to take some action in the next couple of weeks. 

 

30/14 REPORTS OF MEETINGS:    

a) Village Hall – Cllr. Robinson reported the AGM is due to be held this month. 

b) Recreation Ground – Cllr. Robinson reported that the cricket season has started and that one of 

the three Jubilee Elms still seems to be recovering. 

c) Parish Partnership Panel - there has been no meeting.   

d) Standards Committee meeting – there has been no meeting.   

 

31/14] OPEN SPACES:  

a) Addington Village Green 

KCC will not support a proposal to raise the height of the kerb to stop cars mounting the green.  

The RGA have said that they would not like a bund.  Members resolved to monitor any damage 
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to the edge of the village green for a few months and to defer making a decision about whether to 

install a bund until later in the year  

b) Bus stop in Trottiscliffe Road 

Members thanked Cllr. Robinson for arranging the repairs to the roof.  An invoice will follow. 

c) Noticeboard 

The Clerk had still only received one quote for repairing the noticeboard.  Cllr. Robinson kindly 

offered to ask a local person if they would be willing to carry out the required work. 

 

32/14] CORRESPONDENCE: 

a) For information:-  

1] Area 2 Planning Committee – 28 May 2014 

2] Joint Transportation Board – 9 June 2014 

3] Parish Partnership Panel – 26 June 2014 

 b) On circulation: - 

 1] Kent Police & Crime Commissioner – April 2014 newsletter 

2] KALC Parish News April 2014 

3] Clerk & Councils Direct – May 2014 

4] KCC Parish Bus Shelter Grant 

5] JPCTCG – agenda for the meeting held on the 1 May 2014 

6] Information regarding road surface issue on the A20 at the Leybourne crossroads 

7] Came & Company – Parish Matters (Spring 2014) 

 

 c) New requiring attention:- 

1] The Kent Business Portal Working with Kent Parishes - noted 

2] The correspondence received from the applicant for planning proposal TM/14/00234/FL and a 

response from Adrian Stanfield, Director of Central Services, T&MBC was noted.  

3] Members noted that T&MBC have advertised for potential sites for housing and other uses as 

part of the process of developing a new Local Plan. The Clerk was asked to contact the Clerk for 

Platt to suggest that the Parish Council considers putting forward the Gatehouse Caravan Park in 

Platt. 

 

33/14] ANY OTHER BUSINESS:   

1] The fencing between Hedgehogs and Southfields is now virtually non-existent.  The Clerk was 

asked to carry out a land search to find out who owner is so that they could be contacted to warn 

them that this land should be protected.   

2] Cllr. Garrett presented Cllr. Robinson with a KALC Community award for 2014 which is in 

recognition of the fact he has made a significant contribution to the local community. 

 

34/14] ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING:  

 Nothing additional to the above. 

 

35/14] DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING:    
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on the 4 June 2014 at 20:00hrs in the pavilion. 

 

36/14] ANY CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

 There were none. 

 

The meeting was closed at 22:17hrs 

 

 

 

Signed  …………………………………………………..Chairman  Date  ………………………… 

 

 


